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Probably no poet was ever the center of as meh feminine 
attention and devotion as was William Yordsworth, "His mine 
was excessively masculine; yot through almost lifelong associa- 
tion with gifted women, and a peculiar dependence upon womanly 
sympathy, his natural asperity became tempered with feminine 
tenderness, and his disposition to generalize was balanced 
by a feminine interest in particulers,"* with that interprota- 
tion as a beckground, sy problem has been to probe into 
Vordeworth's mind through the medium of hie pootry and the 
letters and journals of the Wordsworth family in an attempt 
to discover the poet's mental reaction to women: to find out 
if he reciprocated the high regard and love of those with 
whom he found himself in dally associations if he returned the 
respect and admiration accorded him by his less frequently 

@ontacted friends; if he understood or sympathized with those 
less fortunate creatures in a conventionally moral society; 
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if, in general, he gave women « place in the intellectual, 
social, or religious phases of Life. in short, the purpose of 
this thesis ic to answer one question: what did Wordsworth 
think of women? 

it ia necessary however for the reader to keep in mind 
the “characteristic calm" and lack of passion throughout 
Wordeworth's writing, which Professor Meyers considers "the 
result of no coldness of temperament but of a deliberate — 
philosophy," since the poet is reported to have said: 


Yad I been a weiter of perereseny 4% By 4 
have been natural to me to write £ t with 
degree of warath which equld 


hardly bere been 
ton mininis tr te toot 

Yet Coleridge was of the opinion that thie leck of passion in 
Wordsworth's pectry resulted from the fact that Wordsworth 
was “by nature incapable of being in Love, the' no man more 
tenderly atteched."® this fact, if we grant an element of 
truth in Coleridge's statement, is perhaps a part, at least, 
of the secret of Wordeworth's wide circle of briliieant ani 
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snes women aduilrers, by being incapable of a sebttianabs 
love ‘such as Coleridge knew, the poet had for hie wife, sister, 
daughters, ani friends a tenderness which the adoring twenty- 
twoeyear~old Dorothy deseribes as "a sort of violence of 
Affection if I may so term it which demonstrates itself every 
mowent. of the Day when the Objects of his affection are present 
with him, in a thousand almost imperceptible attentions to 
theiy wishes, in a sort of restless watehfulness which I know 
not how to describe, a Tenderness that never sleeps, and at 
the same time such a delicacy of manners as I have observed 

in few mene"® ere we must make allowance for a sister's 
adolescent effusions which found their outlet in her favorite 
brether, Yet we mist concede Wordsworth some kind of a tender 
affection toward the women closest to him, 

Before attempting to set forth what Wordsworth seemingly 
thought of women, I have found 1t necessary to separate those 
figuring in hie life and works into four categories, each 
treated in a separate chapter, Thus, chapter one deals with 
the liaison with Annette Vallon and the resulting poetry of 
the poet's idealization of "Innocent Girlhood” throuch his 
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attitude toward his sister Dorothy, his romantic sweethearts, 
‘and bis daughterss chapter three portrays Nordewerth's concep- 
tion of “the Woman in the Howe" as a result of the influence 
of his Mother end his association with Dorothy and Mary; and 
chapter four, “The Intellectual Woman," suas up the poet's 
respect for wouan's intellect as it applies to art, pootry, 
and oritician and to social end religious problems, 

Several difficulties, principally of chronology, have 
arisen in connection with the above organization of material, 
In order to be consistent im tracing the poet's idea of each 
type of women from his first to hie last referents to her, 
Pegardiess of the period in his life in which that firet or 
lest reference might have com, it bas been necessary to foreso 
a strict adherence to chronology. However, the four types of 
- Women are placed in the order in which Wordsworth realized then, 
os # result of which Dorothy, for exampic, is treated as a 
child in chapter two and as a woman in chapter three, Since 
this ia not a complote study, I have used only those references 
which to me scomed most indicative of the pootts attitude 
towerd womeng ‘The reader will note various other minor dis~ 
crepancies which, i hope, he will not feel to be of creat 
importance since my object is to present, as it seemed to mo, 
Yordeworth's conception of women. 
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The first type of women which Wilidem Wordsworth con- 
aclously realised, through his experience in France with 
Annette Vallon, was thot of the deserted mothers Before this 
time, it ie true, he hed beon associated with individual wonen - 
hie wother, bis sister Dorothy, and Dame Tyson at Hewkeheats 
but not realising his own high regerd for them, he was hardly 
aware of thelr influence on him, Therefore, we cust point 
wat some of the basic elements in Wordeworth's mental reactian 
toward wouon before we attempt on onalyeis of his attitude 
toward the deserted mother. 

The first wou to influence William Wordsworth waa his 
mother. According to his own account, Anne Wordsworth gave 
he# son ideals of character and morality,’ to whieh we assume 
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My honoured Mother, she who was heart 
And hinge of all our learnings and our loves." 
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that be adhered throughout his life except for his experience 
with Annette Vallon in France in 1702693. irs, Wordsworth uder- 
stood her children, loved them for what they were, and let then 
run free.” Though Willian wae mly eight years old when sche 
@ied, he remembered in later years when he wrote The frolue 
the carly howe life, love, and religious training she had given 
himp and his praise for her was in “perfect loves"® Though 
her faith in Ged was simple, it was absolute and sincere, and 
on that feith she based her trust in her children, | 

nes Sete Mah of bee 

can sities fas mother's treqhd with tanbeost nitily 

Doth alse for our nobler part provides ; 
His mother's eimple faith iapressed the boy, William; and 
although Anne Wordeworth's mental faculties were not “more 
strong than others have,"© ner secret ley in 
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The influence of jnne Wordsworth, then, forms the foundation 
On which the poot bullt his first conception of womens 

With the memory of his mother stamped upon the young 
poet, Wordsworth entered a boarding school at Zawkshea 
maie bis home with an old woman, Anne Tyson, who was “so 


Cam beat never will I forget thy namo. 


He saw her “read her Bible on hot Sunday afterncens*® and 

"go forth to church, equipped in monumental trim"? He was 
pleased with her talk and her “smooth domortic life," He felt 
that her court, her gardens, the rooms in her house, and the 
brock within the garden were “seoming yet my own,” Though 
she was 
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During his first vacation from Cambridge, he went first to visit 
hews Besides having helped £111 a vold made empty by the death 
of his mother, Dame Tyson had contributed her share in forming 
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the basic clement in Worésworth's conception of women, 

Except for hie association with his sister Dorothy,” ana 
possibly with the daughters of the Westmoreland farmers whon 
he might have visited during his Cambridge vacations,” at ts 
most likely that no other feminine influence was exerted on 
the young poet until his visit te France in 1791=2, Legouis 
however would have us believe that Wordeworth had, during his 
Cambridge yoars, succumbed to the laxity of the Georgian age 
and to the “disorders and immoralities of the English univere- 
ities," against which "complaints were constant and vehement 
‘about 1790,""* ie curtner substantiates his theory with the 
poet's statement that he was 

Uncheeked by innocence too one 

And moral notions too in 

Sympathies too contracted: 
He uses as further proof the poet's lines on the dark Italian 
maids who hed stirred in the young man voluptuous dreams 
Guring bie walking tour through Italy. 


‘s influence is treated in chapters two and three; 
only «mention of her is needed heres 
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sion, satan eae the ae er 
li.Legouis may poselbly be correct im his supposition; but 
2% seems to me that he has reed inte the lines a meaning not 
intended by the author. Even if Wordsworth had been “unchecked 
by moral notions too intolerant," he would not have been of 
necessity sexually immoral, Thon, too, the lines on the dark 
Itelien emids are obviously too vague to have been written by 
a young man to whom voluptuous pageion was an actual ov habitual 
experiences, It is true, however, that at Canbridge Yordeworth 
was a “social” being 


and loved sélmnone and joy 
Ami 2 inte the ecdinary works 17 
of careless 2 youth, unburdened, unalarmed. 


Yet this cannot be interpreted as imuorality,for the poet further 
discusses the activities of “careless youth," none of which is 
Jecking in the growth and maturing of a normal boy, ence, it 
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im most likely thet Wordeworth's love for Annette™” was his 
first experience of that nature, 

The poet's realisation of a distinet category of women, 
which we have termed "the deserted mothez," came to him as a 
result of his love affair with Annette Vallon, Arriving in 
France in Novembor 1791 just om the eve of the Revolution, the 
young poet found himself caught up in a seething and voleanic 
agitation for French equality, liberty, end fraternity. 


fitted ‘tne ve 


The ideals for which the patriots were fighting appealed to 
the young Wordsworth, for he had come from the English Lake 


Country where unpleasant distinction between social classes 
was unknown 32° ond the novelty of the adventure fascinated 
the young man, who found his enthusiasm and erdor rising 
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Bliss was it in that dawm to be alive, 
But to be young wae very heavens 
While this feverish excitement was seething in his brain, 

Wordeworth found a friend, a girl with whom he evidently fell 
Gesperately in loves She was Karte Anne (Annette) Valion,”” 
four yeores his senior, but it is orebable that her feminine 
softness and susceptibility te tears made the difference in 
age insignificant, Ler father being dead and her mother having 
remarried, Annette lacked parentel care and guidance, as did 
‘her lovers Likewise, the age was a reckless one, with ites 
hysteria and confusion of impending war and ite resulting une 
certainty of future security, Both marriage ami marriage laws 
had fallen into considerable disrepute as a result of the 
Strugcle between Church and States” The young Yordeworth 


likewise, having entertained visions of his om potential role 
in the making of the French Republic, desired to becone « 
leader in the Girondist party. So fer as we imow, only the 
jack of a financial guarantee prevented the Immediate marriare 
of the two young lovers. Whether the fault lay with Annette 
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"Suarper, Villian ordsworth, pe 97» 
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o with Wililam, or both, we do not knows but the fact rowains 
that Annette gave birth to their deuguter, Caroline, on 
Deceuber 15, 1798, Since the young father was in Parie at 
the time of the child's baptian, he was represented by praxy 
and acknowledged her over his signature, which the clesk set 
dow a6 "Williem Wordwedsth, eangleiss"@* 

We have no astual facta on which to base Wordsworth's 
immediate reactions, He did not treat the affair lightly, we 


are certain, else he would not have acknowledged Caroline as 
his daughters He fully intended to marry Annette, else he 


would not bave risked the Cocksanst anger in asking for a 
larger allowance with which to be marrieds”5 rernaps, it 

has been argued, a marriage did teke place, the recom of 
which has been lost im the confusion attending the Revolution; 
but the death register, designating Annette « “spinster,"6 
proves otherwise, The problem then is: why did Yordeworth 
not marry Annette? The probable anawer is twoefold: first, 
he was financially waable to take care of a wife and child 

im 17953 second, his absence from Annette caused him to 
question the wiedou of a marriage to hors 
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‘The inheritence”? of the Wordsworth children included 
#1, 700 in claims against the estate of the Hard of Lonsdale, 
who hal withheld rightful money and had forced loans fron his 
agent, John Wordeworth,"* wiintem would receive his share 
when the debt was paid and the other inheritence divided; but 
in 2795 the Parl was still alive and the poet hed only a mearer 
allowance fron hie umeles, itis paecsive nature was probably too 
cautious to assume the respmelbilitios of a tmsband and father 
witil he was assured of a definite and euffietent incom, He 
even hat to leave France because of hie lack of funda, 
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Ge did return to Ingland sometime between December 15, 


ld Selincourt, t DPs 65-64, On Dees 7, 1791, 
wrote to « x several resources are these: 

The which wy tat is to tive uoy $00 etch ie eve on 
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14 
1702" end February 1793,°4 Dewothy spoke to her uncles in 
his behalf, tut William's allowance was net increased,®” 
Meanwhile war between France and England had been declared 
ond Werdsworth wes unable to enter France without grave dangers 
Even had there been no barriers againat his his coing into France 
oP of his sending ald to Annette without its being intercepted 
by the police, the poet atill faced the problem of insuffictent 
fmds, We might argue that, if he had really intended to marry 
Annette, he would have ebtained @ position of some kind and 
earned moneys Perhaps he did try, and failed, At ony rate 
he apent his time during the next few years aimlessly wandering 
around, writing @legiac poetry. Apparently he had bowed to his 
fate with resignation, 

With fate seemingly against him in the matter of money, 
the poet most likely decided that 1t would perhaps not be wise 
to marry Annette. A few yours’ absence from her having revealed 
the differences between the two, ho was persuaded that it was 
not “harsh necessity" but the "providence of Heaven that 
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forced him to leave France in 1703. 


ong nae by the gracious. ere ouagrovicence ef 


Why this conclusion? To begin with, William and Annette were 
of entirely opposite natures, Wordsworth was pasaive and 
accepted fate with resignations Annette was agcressive and 
easily became mistress of her fates We cannot but admire her 
bravery. and fearlessness in her political intrigues during the 
Revolutions sore than one ee according to BEN: 
owed bis life to her clever schemings 

heroic in her rearing of Caroline without assistences, In the 
second place, Wordsworth loved all nature = the countryside, 
the lnkes, the ekies, ani his quiet hone” at Recedow with 
Dorothy and Coleridge; Annette loved the city with all of ite 
glamor and exeltement, away from which she would never have 
been happy. Thus, as the years passed and her English lover 
G14 not return, Annette wost likely realised that marriage at 
that date would be fatal to her happiness, especially since 
she had full control of Carolines On the other hand while 
Wormisworth was dally becoming more conscious of the differences 


"no Prelude Xt 225-225, pe S735 See note 29, ps 2a. 
**regouis, Wiliien Yordsworth and Anette Vallon, pe 53. 
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between him and Annette, Dorothy, a kindred spirit to her 
brother and more sensitive then he in her perception of beauty, 
was filling his need for epiritual and intellectual companton- 
ship; end when Coleridge was added to Dorothy, Yordsworth's 
intellestusl household was completes 

the final blew to the possibility of a marriage with 
Annette cane with hie disappointment in the abemdoned Ideals 
of the French Revolutions 


changed @ war < self=defense 
upeled ‘to oon I read her doom 
eee With dis anéntamrnieny ae gorse 


wdeworth fell in love with Annette he was also 
im love with the ideals of freedom, equality, and fraternity 
He? whieh the Ryensh patriate wre seatonsiy Clathings The two 
inseparably linked in hie thinking; and when 
a liet. in aeernhiy bess be diet the when anh.ntee 
manence of the others The doom of France was to the post 
symbolic of the doom of Annette, so far as a marriage was 
soncemeds 
Hewing thus put his love aside, the sensitive and 
retrospective Wordsworth, in all likelihood, became the object 
of self-repreach, remorse, and en overwheluing sense of eullt 
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for having neglected Annette and Caroline, ‘The circumstances 
which had necessitated their separation had been, he may have 
weasoned, beyond Inman controls but he was still haunted by 
the constlousness of his responsibility to her and by the 
knowledge of her danger in Frances, An emotional release for 
him became necessary; the only outlet known to him was his 
art, of which the early verses would probably be lomature 
but years would bring a "riper mind and clearer insight." — 
Sometimes it suits me better val invent 
A tale from my om heart, near akin 
Te aA “yr passions and nba bund. the thoughts 4 
bat froa" this awful burthen I full soon 
Take refuge and beguile myself in the trust 
paren einy Ree A ng bring a viper mind 
There ere several possible explanetions for Wordsworth's 
writing of the deserted mother, In the first place, the 
subject of seduction was in general use by writers of the 
period and Professor “erper states that "both Werdeworth and 
Coleridge applied themselves more than once to the study of 
seduction,"®* im the second place even a minor regret will 
herass the mind of a sensitive adolescent (and Wordsworth was 
hardly beyond that stage)» Often then, the adolescent finds 


Site Exelute Tt 221-203, 254-257) De 154 
Sxiepper, William Wordsworth, pe 290. 
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his emotional escape in imaginary stories which closely 
parallel his own case, except that the story has the happy 
endings, Wordsworth did produce, as we will show below, a 
number of such stories in pootic form, Legouls has expressed 
Vordsworth's method of emotional escape thus: 
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in all of his poems and especially here, the emotion Vordsworth 
Bought to develop wae of more importance than the actual 
events. professors Campbell and sueschke have called this 
reaction on the part of Wordsworth his “emotional purgation,"** 
@ Gleensing of bie soul through the medium of writing s tories 
paralleling hie experience in France, Although the basis of 
these poeus was concealed from the public, the purification 
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for the poot was apparently effective. 

Shatever is the true explanation, the fact remains that 
While Wordsworth did write pooma of deserted mothers during 
the yoars following his lictson in Frence, it ts equally true 
thet many lines in these poems can be easily interpreted as 
perelicling that liaison, Too, in matters where we have no 
| positive proof, we oan jwige Mrs Wordsworth oly in the Might — 
of an average humen being and assume that the poet's reactions 
to a given set of circumstances will be similer, at east, 
to « those of a normal, healthy, intelligent man brought up 
in a similer environment. We shall examine some of Vordaworth's 
poens on the deserted mother to see how much similarity to the 
Ammette experience can be found in thom, 

The earliest poem of thia period is "Gullt and Sorrow," 
composed principally in 17984, although the woman's story 
originally entitled “The Female Vagrant" was written as early 
a8 17912 ond published as such in the first edition of the 
igzical Eeliede. The entire poem was completed however before 
the close of 1794,*? one year after Hordsworth's leaving 
Amnettes It was probably during thie year that he was most 
torn between his love and reason, and when he was most dise 
turbed over deserting Annette in a warring country, | 
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There are two separate stories in the poem: that of the 
o14 sailor, who might represent Wordsworth: ond that of the 
female vagrent, who might represent Annette, ‘The dominant 
Ne AE he CAG. eakhor in. geldns, of the vagrant, seuren « 
hence the tite, "Gallt and Sorrows" 

The sailor, tor from his wife and forced into naval | 
service, had endured years of wretched lnbors, At each landing 
he bad fondly hoped to be allowed to co home, but each time 
“was hurried off, a helpless preys” He had dreaned during 
those years of absence fanciful visions of his home-coming, 

. Of his joy in embracing his wife again, of his putting in her 
iap the “prize of victory" and “henceforth nor pein nor trouble 
she could Imow,." His release hed finally cone but "fraud took 
@ll he hed earned"; in desperation over having nothing to take 
home, ho slew and robbed a man. Unable to co home then, “he 
fled, a vagrant since," This might possibly be an echo of 
young ordeworth, the young enthusiast, It is true that he 
was not in the navy, nor did he murder and rob, nor did he 
have a wife; but he was "drascced by the chain of harsh necese 
sity" from France, and he did remain in England a "helpless 
prey” to his poverty end the state of war in France, We might 
interpret that he imagined Annette as his wife, and he as 
guilty of neglecting here Of course there was the happy ending 
when the sallor founi his wife and she forgave him before her 
Geath, Perhaps Wordsworth hed visions in 1793 of hie affair 
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with Annette ending happilys perhaps he did entertain hope 
that finally quiet would reign in his breast; perhaps he 
anticipated being entirely free from his quilt sonetines 

_ A similar parallel, farefetened to us but possible in 
the mind of Wordsworth, might be drawn between the female 
vagront end Annettes, Although the original of this section 
was written before the poet mot Annette, he found 1¢ in 1793 
to £it his melancholy mental state admirably, The details of 
the two cases are widely different, but the undercurrent of 
thought and feeling ere similares The vagrant, having been 
brought up in a pious home, twrned to her sweetheart when 
misfortunes came to her and her fathers “Hide faith he kept," 
giving her the joys of a home ond motherhood, & Wer cane 
and ber husband had to join “those miserable men," she and the 
three children followed to America®? where all but her perished, 
Beck in England once more, she roamed with the gypsies and 
finaliy became a beggars Annette's story perallele this in 
feeling, not in fects For though her father was dead, her 
sweetheart, William, did not keep faiths her joy of motherhood 


aS Croserte) his notes to iiies Fonslane Wordsworth 
is careful here to give hi source, “All that relates to her 
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Was without marital protection, her baby G44 not die, nor aid 
annette become a beggar, But just as the vagrant was bowed 
Gow with sorrow, was pathetic, wretched, and did not deserve 
to suffer, Vordsworth possibly saw in his imagination a wretched 
dnnette grieving pathetically over his desertion of hers Core 
tainly he did not ceserve to eufferg but he feared her let 
was one of tearful sorrow,“ 

in seven lines, however, at the end of the vagrent's — 
story, Worisworth apparently forgets the emotion of the woman 
nd makes her voice as for himself his om condemation of 
himeelf. She had been blameless throughout, even leaving the 
Gypsies because of their theft; yet the poet suidenly makes 
her guilty of an inner oins 
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Wordsworth "had reason, as the crushed women had but little, 
to cast his eyes over the sea to a country where he had lest 
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his confident belief in himself, & belief which had been the 
source of his spiritual fortitude,"** 

Other similarities to his love affair with Annette ny 
be found in "the Ruined Cottage," begun in 1795 and completed 
as © wit of The Exeursion by 1797 and 1798,*7 wergaretts 
eurly married life had been very happy. Since she was affec« 
tionate and frugel, and her husband keenly industrious,” their 
Gays were spent in peace and comforte" Sut after "two 
blighting seasons” came, to which was added "the placue of 
war," they sank into hopeless poverty; and he, unable to beer the 
agony, joined the army and sent the money he gained thereby to 
Hergerete Although she watched daily for him and questioned 
all travelers passing by if they had seen him, he never 
roturneds Her infant died, her garden grow waste, end “her 
poor Hut sank to decay" from leck of care, After "nine 
tedious years" of torturing hope that he would return, Margaret 
Gied of a broken beart. 

in the mind of Wordsworth this was more then the story 
of Margaret, Of course he concealed the true identity by a 
plausible framework wherein an old man told him a story which 
affected him so that 


$6 campbell and Mueachke, “duilt and Sorrow," ps S04, 
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‘ ures own despite ne 
Whom I had know and loved. 


Tt was Annette whom he had Imown and loveds She had been 
happy with him although they had not been married; but he, 
taken away by war (though not in service), had not returned 
to hers Thus, in 1795 it seem to me that Wordsworth might 
heave wondered how his absence had affected Annette. Tm might 
have wondered if Annette's face, like Margaret's, had grow 
"pale and thin" and her "figure esschanged"; if 1t “would 
have grieved" his “very soul to see her" with "her eyelids 
Grooped, her eyes downward oe» cast, her volee ses low, her 
body ess subdued,” as "one by sorrow laid asleep"; and if, 
Guring those years when "she had learned no tidings of her 
husband “because of war,' she too enquired of strangers concerne 
untied wee a face of grief 

A polgnant portrayal of remorse growm bitter is found in 

"tne Thorn" (1798), the tragic story of the forsaken Martha 
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Grosart, Vole Ili, pe 41,  Concemming the origin of this 
poem, Wordswerth stated: "arose out of my observine’on the 
Pidsos of Quantock Hill Sead coats ate, & Share which I had 
often past in calm and % weather fnout noticing it. I 
gaid to myself: cannot I some invention do as meh to make 
this thorn permanently an impressive object as the storm has 
made it to my eyes at this moment. i began the poem accordingly 
and with rapidity, 
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Reys She hed been a maiden "blithe and gay" when sho first 
kept company with Stephen Hilly tut within six sonths after 
With ehild, and she was mote" Some believeathat she buried 
the baby under the thorn at the peak of the mountain, others 
that she Gromed it in the lake theres but no one dered ine 
vestigate after they caw the hill of moss attr and the srass 
Shakes They only knew that at any time Im any weather Martha 
Ray, clad in @ scarlet cloak and crazed by her bitter ertef, 
might be found sitting beside the thorn end crying, “oh 
miseryi Gh misery!" 

happy little creature. ier family, too, had approved of her 
lever ond their wedding day had possibly been planned; but 
ike Stephen Hill, Wordsworth had failed to keop faith and 
the unmarried Annette gave birth to Caroline, There the 
parallel ends; but as in most of his other “emotional purga- 
tion" pooms, there is the bitter end in whieh Wordsworth gives 
vent to hie own grief and pours out his pity on all innocent 
womanhood, Perhaps he thought that Annette in France was 
grieved by his neglects perhaps he imagined that she, too, 
cherished certain spots dear to the two of them, and that her 
face, too, was distorted by the anguish of her sufferings 


Phi) Rl. 


PRSLL? Tos We Bt ey whe 


aS i 1! a — 
Ra ee BLP faa Mey a 
y > : 
; D 
he oi vk hn rity Aya oie. ae Rae aE PS SP od ia mad ‘“ 
4 * vl % yy a, Weed » ee 
k cea, oe RTA aS TAOS Phe fees ah EM Ae Se 


« Wi, 
' 7 ‘ ul oy 
ete he : *. 

v ’ ae 
¥ ' 


: 
To ry 


/ Loreen ae Pits avant manta hd. 


AY BN Sh wheat ht one 


bain 


birenak, 33 nati dues Fad yee Ap 
1 ae rice: que ao 


ss “ 
hspane’* ag 


moe had? 


‘ 
J i # 4h 


PA ip 


Mabe Bet MOS eS. BD tb I i a Es ae 
PM) OVP Te |. .. 8 t£% a) ama Secht Oe | 
Nibpifair’y ay Gp eekdony yao Gln £ 
re eee ae ee... Tans ” , seer MSs untae. wi 
bi gi Pats whe Mt i sit at wa M * oe " f 
hi" aetiedieia’ Soi geet a aa gee ao 
We” SL ena NS! ees | Ae shite oR " 
Be ‘ OR if) Dep ow he ne i: ga Be ery) ig hick " cnet 
Pee Sa at A See ae ee 
Lae a Re peey™ den niih eBags i, Bg mite ne 
ey ih Meme ts: ‘ty, yg of acs wate yh ‘we! Sy oroartd ' 
“Swe! ‘te ES" Te aS Thy ‘oun Pa ite, pm: wey fia 7 


aa 


ode a 


PITAL LCE Ban DO. Pager. ca ish pH Ie ti a 
Lape cde Ow stig * Ea 
UE ata? halk. A ea 6.4 
4 _ ty ; ; 4 vi) waa 
Wh fai y ‘i + F sg ee aA z t ot ibe ‘ : 5 ' oe 
: oY 2 tJ f \ of i 4 i ; 4 ’ 
d . . M” 7 ; van { ' | P j 
b + fi hig y 4 g ‘ : -_ : } s F 1 j f . r \ f , i’ 5 Be e 
f J ; .« # if i ‘ 2 2 A iy 4 ‘ « f j , 
- es aa 5 ivi vat Pfau Lave if £;, ‘ ‘? nT) > ws eed f 


eR Saynaihead, apices 
they senate 9g Sie Aa: 


Oe GAPE it Seeds FObrID pai bi 


i vitae sem 


ghoe  aels ares Geretyrri 


as Tet tr! ss 


ince feceh crit wae cnengn roe mete 
Werdsworth betrayed, again, his personal emotion in 
“the Thorns" No casual observer, “a captain," for inetence, 
“of a suall trading vessel, who being past the middle of life, 
hed retired upon an annuity or amall independent incone to 
some village or comtry tow of which he was not a native, "5? 
Would fe01 this impassioned condemmation ef Stephen Mills 
Hal saved him fron grald, shat coat 55 
Perhaps Wordsworth was here speaking of himself, as the vision 
Of the wronged Annette continued to haunt his memory, The 
passage sounds as though “his remorse suddenly asserts ite 
right to live, snatehos, ae it were, the pen from the conscious 
author, ond inserts a number of lines in ite ow fulfillment," 
Thie was one way for the poet to purge his soul, 
in 1798 Wordsworth wrote “Peter Bell," in which only vague 
Similarities to the French affair can be founds to parallel 
gam be dram here, for 4t 4s merely the expression of a penteup 


lino Thom, 189-189, ps 199, 


Sav emtaworth's note on the narrator of the poem, pe 899 
of texts 


5S morn, 1514152, ps 109s 
Stcenbell and Mueschike, "Guilt and Sorrow pe 305 
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heart pouring out « sad ~ and in this case, sentimentel « 
storys Peter Bell, although “to ese him was to fear him,” 
hed hed twelve wives, one of whon was a pious Little Highland 
girl, barely aixtoen when she wedded him, Though she had 
phenned on honest married life, che soon discovered stance 
Sinful way of Living, 
ns te ite eae See ee 
to the Was worn, 
tote ere tant, Latte @ re 

Sometimes a vision of her usurped "upon the righte of visual 
sense" and Peter remembered ber in her dying moment, ferhaps 
Wordsworth, too, was subject to similar dreans, and “this 
miserable vision" of Annette as she was when he left her in 
France disturbed his mental calm, Se felt, of course, that 
Aemette did not deserve to suffer; and in caining the pity of 
his reader for Peter Pell's wife, he had the satisfaction of 
& Vicarious pity for Annette, . 

Werdsworth's emotional escape took the form of « mad 
mother's lullaby in "Ker yes are wild" (1799), a9 she sat 
with her babe under the "hay-steck warms" She sang to her 
ehild that people said she was mad, but she assured him that 


Proton Bolly 912-015, ve 246, 


Sopocart, vole Illy pe 1456 "The subject was reported to 
me by a lady lady of Bristol, De, Me, Stee eubjeos mae reports 
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her happiness in her love for him made that untrue, Eis 
birth had brought a joy that counteracted the pain of her 
husband's desertion; end she would protect the child even in 
her contemplated suicide, 
iene png get the, sg Pye yng go? 

ler soul.would not be harmed by the fatal leap for the little 
boy “saves for me my precious soul.” Soom however her crazed 
rind forgot the sudeide and began planning the home where they 
would all live happily after the father bad been found in the 
woods, As she talked to her child, his eyes gave back no 
answer and fear clutched at her heart that he too might be 
Miegh,» The entire poem, coments NM. Logouls, is "the lament 
of a poor women deserted by her husband while she suckles her 
babe = a prolonged complaint, a poignant appeal to the forget- 
ful absent ones Had not the poet the frequent vision of 
another forsaken woman lulling her babe to rest, who could ine 
Geed imagine, as she lookeiin vain for the return of the 
father, that he no lenger cared for her?"*® 

But the mad mother held no grudge or iliefeeling ageinst 
the father for deserting here Rather, she was sorry for himy 
he was more wretched than they because he was away from his 
babye 


"sep Byes are Wild, GSeidy pe 145s 
SC, ocouis, William Wordsworth and Annette Vallon, pe 60. 
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Compare this with lines from Annette's letter of Merch 30, 
1793 to Wordsworth, Although this perticuler letter never 
Poached the post because it was intercepted by the police and 
recently discovered in the Records of the Departement de 
Loire-et-Cher, he probably received others more nearly ex~ 
pressing the sentiment of the balled than thie: 

When I hold her in r aume I often at to hor: 

Veroline, my ym ure you have not your 

fathers; be is far oor iittle one wooo Call 

is to obe you, ay oan cee seas left me 


Aa ‘Your father is not so naey 9 as 
+o oe 160 11 not see you with this tiny cap 
en your | | 


Vieoriously, in this balled, Wordsvorth was able to get a } 
aittle pity and sympathy for himself, Miserable in his thoughts 
of himeolf and of his neglect of Annette, he probably felt 
that he must justify his sorrowful positions | 

in "Ruth," written in 1799, we see another clandestine | 
vision of Annettes Ruth, an orphan, hed grow to womanhood 
in all the purity of natures Then “came a Youth from Georgia's 
shore,” with glib stories of vast America « the Indians, the 
magnolia and the cypress, the green savennahs, and the carefree 
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CL egouis, Appendix Ile 
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existence in the American wilds, te persuaded Ruth te retum 
with him, to share the happiness of his home and the mmt, and 
above all to give him the joy of fatherhood, Their wedding 
Gay wes happier to her “than human life3;" but on the eve of 
their departure for America 


After three yoars in a lunatic asylum, she escaped to the 
woois, where she spent her cays playing like a young ané happy 
_@hild, blissful in her insanity. 

in France the fatherlesa Annette hall probably listened to 
her sweetheart's stories of England and the Leke Country; in 
the throes of first love perhaps she too had planned to return 
with him to that comtry, But he left her behind, In 1799 
Wordsworth was probably wondering how she spent her time, 
what hed actually happened to her, and if*she were mad with 
erief over bis desertion, | 

"VYaudracour end Julia," composed not later than 1604 as 
oP catente.tn She Pvelatng ia generally accepted as Wordsworth's 
om aectunt-with Annette, in 1620 4¢ was published separately, 
Ta alan te db length. Yot it is possible that the 
poet thought it too nearly a true narration of his experience 


G2 ruth, 1909102, De 194. 
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contradicted himself as to the source of the storys In the 
Prelude, ho said Beaupuy told it to himy years later he told 
Mies Fenwiek that “it was faithfully narrated, though with the 
Omission of many pathetic circumstances, from the mouth of a 
French lady, who had been en oyo~rand-ear witness of all that 
was done and seid,"®® why should he have been 80 concerned 
over the narrator, and why should he have cut the account fron 
where he had deseribed his other French adventures, 
wmleas it were to conceal a secret? 

Althouch "Vaudracour and Julia" is aecepted as the poet's 
om account, there is less parallel between 1t and his affair 
with Annette than is found in many of his other poems, In the 
first place no class distinctions separated Wordsworth from 
bis swoetheart, for a Fronch surgeon's daughter ranked as high 
as the son of a steward to an English Earl, Nelther had the 
two played together from childhood, as had Vaudrasour and Julias 
Verdsworth was not imprisoned, Annette was not confined to a 
convent, their baby did not die, end there was little Likelihood 
of Wordeworth's going insane, But the love between them, Like 
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that of Vaudrecour and Julia, cast a spell of "fascination" 

over all they sawj and entrusting thomselves "to nature for a 
happy end of all," they became the parents of Caroline, The 
paraliol enis here, for Wordsworth wont back to Roglend, leaving 
Annette and his daughter to take care of themselves, For thet 
deed he felt he mot justify the reason prompting hing and in 
She Prelude he deplored the untoward cirewnstances beyond their 
control which had separated the lovers, With barely ea mention 
of Fulia, the poet pours out an impassioned sympathy for 
Veudracour, who was so harassed that he sank on 


The couch his ene en mene See hing supine, 
Save when tho strings of viperous remorae, 
& agrforees hin to stért up, 


> end ® strencth, 


im such a state the pathetic and sorrowful youms father fled 


His days he wasted, + an imbecile mind, 64 


Thus through the sympethy for the tragic Vaudracour, Wordseworth 
likely hoped to gain a aympathy for himself, Perhaps he 


Frne Prelude IXt 575-573, pps 353, 355, 
4inta44 5789505, pry 365-350, 
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thought it would be easier and more satisfying to become 
insane then actually to face his problem squarely and work 
out a decent solution, Certainly, by hie becoming mad, the 
world would be assured of hie devout love for his sweetheart. 

In the story of the Solitery®® an che Exeursion, the old 

coaches himseif bitterly but without reasons The love 

betwoon him and his wife had been a sacred devotion, end the 
death of their two children had but bound them more closely 
together, Saturally, ber death plunged him “inte a gulf 
obeoure of silent crief," Yet her memory sorteainly would not 
piague him nor prey bitterly upon his mind » ‘owever, Yordsworta 
has him says 


70. ite = age co the Sileat deep 
Any in the blenk and solitude of i oats 
his spirit, with ene strength, 

ii eonse 


Perhaps this is another instance of Vordaworth's remembering 
the face of Annette. He would be almost certain to feel that 
if ahe looked at him, even in memory, her expression would be 


66 emosed between 1609 and 1514. 
66rne Exeurgion Tits 644-850, S62-855, pe 798 
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one of tender reproach. Perhaps his memory of her had 
actually become “like a plague" to him by this time. 

Later in The Excursion we have the story of the beautiful 
peatent girl Ellen, who was seduced and forsaken, She, who . 
"loved, end fondly deemed herself beloved," was soon left to 
"newall a sternly-broken vows" She could not understand why 
mon lacked a constancy that oven the birds had, why man could 
not remain true to his love, why her lover's yoloe could not 
have been one of "triumphant constancy and loves" The birth 
*preathe the air with cheerful spirit, for thy sake, ny 
Infente” But beving hired herself as a nurse to provide for 
her child, she was unable to care for it herself, and 1¢ soon 
feted and died. She survived the boy only a few months, because 
Slipped from her thoughts, but she could not forget having 
left her baby with snother, 

Here it is evident that the French experience has lost 
mach of ite importance in the mind of Wordsworth, In this 
story the emphasis is on a deserted childs the deserted wife 
has receded to secondary importance in the background, It 
seems reasonable to conclude that the post had gradually cotten 
away from his first mental anguish. Time had healed his early 
sorrow, During the twelve years of married life with the quiet, 
sensible Wary, he had attained an objective view of Annette; 
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he had done ample penance in poetry and had achieved an 
"emotional purgation,” even to the extent of having grom 
philosophical in his om sufferings 


neo Slest are they 
those sorrow rather is to suffer 


Than to do wrong, albeit themselves have errea.°7 

As early as 1002, however, Wordsworth hed obviously 
reached a state of mind in which ho could remember Annette . 
without crief, fis share from the Lonedale debt having been 
paid, the poot was free to establish a home and family, fe 
was not satisfied te marry Mary, however, wntil he hed visited 
Annette and Caroline, then nine years old, The lovers of 
1793 mot again, and parted as friends, Wordeworth had found 
his escape from reality in an imaginary world of sorrow and 
had drowmed his guilty conselence in verbal tears; Anette 
had found her escape in hor energetic and active interest in 
the Prench Revolution and in the alleabsorbing task of rearing 
@ daughters, Apparently both parties were satisfied with the 
outcome of their problems 

But there was left in the mind of Wordsworth a definitely 
impressed consciousness of a category of women which we have 
termed “the deserted mothers" In his poetry of the years 
following hie affair with Annette, he had shown « “profound 


ong Rxoursion Vit 10691071, pe 864. 


at} 


ep tte ite Gol See RR ay ae eae ge 


\ i 4 ry * é - “ as 4 . ¥ wh th m . 
ike Saat, LS i ohh weiy Ge. Rew go ae 


a ce Ms 
‘ a 
4 
‘ ‘ 
4 ov tot a 4 :o , « 
% 
P we 
; v 7 ‘ Ne > Rival ‘ 
a * 4 
4 , ae 
= ? 
4 i: oS oy 
r : 
i . 9 skp 
wr) y vir 
¥ f a 
es. f ¥ { , \ be 
nm ‘ 
A p Hide 
; ‘ a * ‘ 
o * 4 » 
Wi rs “| wee 
' 4 q ¥ 
Ne 4 , ag 
' 
ee ee | y oe | d ef 
. ¥ 
Sige Ree le we ‘> a : , ww : 
7 
i a ta Bas ‘* * ° ivan gt » Cae © oe praitas | | 
tiie Sa Boe Seales Pad: (eee es Gai AL TeRA CANES i i 
; pe 
ee | eee 
ee 
; ‘ ‘ os 
Ray agit pict singe 3 i. Pay O 2. eee 


ria 1a , 4 d ; : ray . * # ‘ Hh Sk RN ea 


ey 
& 


wes } ¥ he nh dana: sine arr 


ote 


Sa hd 4 8 wa rad, Me Bi 


sympathy with minds Cisordered by betrayal, ond profomd 
lmowledge, too, of the workings of such minds,"68 mite attitude 
toward this type of woman had become one of sympathy and 
understandings 


Prarper, Willian Nordaverth, pe 2905 
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Chapter If 
INNOCENT OIRLMOOD 


the second type of womankind, which for purposes of 
ergenization wo have called "Innocent Girlhood," was realised 
by Wordsworth as a reault of his association with three groups 
of young woment first, his sister Dorothy; second, his 
poetically created romantic sweethearts, lucy and the Highland 
Girly and third, his three daughters, Caroline, Dera, and 
Catherines, in all of them he found a purity end innocence, 
& gentle simplicity, a faith end trust in Nature and man, and 
a beauty of face end character that could find its source only 
in Nature. The poriod of Wordeworth's life during which hie 
conception of innocent girlhood was forming and crystallizing 
not only preceded and was continuous with, but also followed 
by a fow years the period discussed in chapter ones, Hence it 
geome reasonable to conclude that his attitude toward girlhood 
with all its noble qualities may have counteracted, to some 
extent at least, a potential embittering from the French affair 
and perhaps helped the poet to gain eventually the sanity of a 
positive mental reaction toward wonen, 
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Vordsworth's association with his sister Dorothy was 
not only the foundation on which he tbullt his conesption of 
innocent girlnood but 1¢ was also the final test in his evalua 
tion of em ideal girl, Prom all appearances Dorothy became 
his standard of measurement, Although in 1778 the two children 
were separated and were little associated with each other util 
they settled at Racedown in 1795, there are a few letters and 
poems which reveal on the part of the post an admiration and 
love for his sister end « respect for her sensitivences to 
beauty» ; 

The earliest secount of their childhood ts found in a 
group of poons which Werdaworth wrote in 1601 end 1902 but 
waich refer to the children's carly yeare at Cockermouth before 
the death of their mother. Im 1902 the very sight of a 
butterfly, "historian of my infancy," brought to the poet 


ity Taueante teenie ~ Dome. 


Those were ecstatic days for the brother and sister, when 
mates lie, "a very hunter,” rushed headlong over fences, bushes, 
fers end thickets to cateh the butterfly. 


Ieo a Butterfly, 0-0, pe 796 
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The dust from off its wingss 


Dorothy, more deeply sensitive then he, stood back in fear and 
awe of the butterfly's beauty, thus teaching her brother the 
Gelicacy of reverence and the horror of destructive strength. 
in return he ateod in solem wonder before her appreciation 
of Nature; and closer bonds of companionship and love tightened 
Around their “father's house at Cockermouth was a bigh 

terrace” +s. which wag their "favourite playcround, The 
terrace wall, a low one, was covered with closely-clipt privet 
and roses, which gave an almost impervious shelter te birds 
that built their nests theres" one day Dorothy and Willian 
Giscovered one of those neste with "bright blue eggs together 
jaid," William's childish delight would have had the nest 
for hie own possesaions but 

She Looked at it and seemed to fear it; 

Dreading tho’ wishing, to be near it. 
She was a "Blessing" to him then as well as in "later years" 
for she gave him an appreciation for the minute, apparently 
unimportant details. 


®10 @ Bubtorfly, 17-19%, De 79+ 
Soposart, VOle Illy De 15s 
‘the Sparrow's Nest, 11-12, ps 79» 
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eS Re SS, 
And love, and thought, and joys 
However, at another time, in the poem "Foresight," he 
remembered baving had to caution her against pulling the 
strawberry blossoms, for she did not understand the process 
of nature, After reminding ber that he was two summers older 


_ than she and after promicing her that there would be a berry 
for every blossen sho left, she gladly desisted aid contented 


her fancy with daffediis and vieleta. 

With the death of their mother in 1778, the two children 
found themselves separated and their paradise cones #11lian 
was sent to Savkshead Grammar School, where he boarded with 
4ome Tysons Dorothy was sent to live with her erandmuother 
Cookson at Penrith, For him 1t was a time of new experiences 
and adventures which led finally to his graduation fron 
Cambridge in 1701; but for Derotiy it was a long period of 
utter loneliness and spiritual sadness, brightened only by her 
prolific correspondence with Jane Pollard and her brother, 
Williams A few letters from this correspondence throw consider= 
able light on the continued love and affection between the 
sister and her brother during that perlod extending from their 
childhood to the establishment of their home at Racedom in 
17955 
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42 
in 2790 while on « walking tow through France and 
Switzerland with Rebert Jones, Wilifem, remembering his 
sister's love of natural beauty, wrete her on the eiath of 
September s 
+ have thought of you | tually; ond never have 
etually 5 Ay 


my eyes burst upon a scons part. 
but have almost instently wished that you could 


in 1793 Dorothy quoted to Jane Pollard a very affectionate 
exoerpt from her dear Willfem's letter, Although the brother 
and sister had not seen each other for three years, he had 
written hers 
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ingline uy toemnoente et 
af onee ore nincdine ay Seevaret wads Peetties 
expire, yot there are moments worth aces," 


Soe Selincourt, Early Letters, ppe 34-37. 
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Agein in the same year she says that he wrote of his happiness 
at seoing his sister again, 


| deer, 
i again meet you ith woah ture shell r again 
wear out the d 9 Sith shat ve I assure you so 


eager is uy desir to see you that all obstacles 


i seo yga in @ moment running or rather fly- 


Dorothy's love for her brother was on every pace and 

betwoon every line of her letters to Jone Pollard, her closest 
friend, The incidents about whieh William wrote became events 
im his sister's life; and hia treatment of hor was evidently 
go kind and affectionate’ that ehe hed to pour out her adorae 
tion of him to Janes She epoke of William's attitude toward 
‘her in a letter dated July 10, 1795. 


lig wes never ese of conforting bis sioter, he 
left her in ¢ he always met her with 


we were compelled to be divided. 


tm all of these letters to Jane Pollerd we must allow for 
the adolescent effusions of tho twenty-twoeyear-old Dorothy, 


Sides Pe 99» (Dorothy to Jane reer duly 10, 1793) 


XD yey Karly Lettex Dorothy to Jane 
Pollard, June 16, 1795: “he Ts So antable, eo good, and so 
ame of his sister!” 
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is no. doubt bat that she did exageerate Williaa'ts good qualities 
in fact she admitted hor blindness to her friend eorlier in the 


You mast forgive mo for or talking so mich of him, 
ay SiSeetton Savetes ws. on on to the subject and males 
at that you cannot bo 80 mish interested in 


Shae Om tees a you » ‘but I imow how 

wee linced', Well my dearest Jane, I plead 

t A once, I must be blind, he cannot be so 
as my fominess wakes bimy I am willing to 


Qllow that hale the virtues with wateh I faney him 
endowed are the creation of my love, but sure eurely I 
may be excused, 

After such a concession from Dorothy, we find ourselves 
Willing to grant William more of the cood qualities she 
scherwise perhaps would do, That 
he Loved and appreciated his sister we cannot doubt. Fron 
thelr youth she had been on interpreter of Hature and beauty 
te him, and from 1778 to 1795 she was his only hone contact. 
Re other relative was interested in him to even a portion of 
the extent of Dorotiyts loves and it is naturel that William 
would return, at least in pert, that affection. 

in 1769, during hie lone vacation with Dorothy and Mery 
Hutehinson at Penrith, William seems to realize fully for the 
firet time Dorothy's value to him, though she had long been 
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- blest with the presence 
| OF that sole Sisters haw aan been oan tone 
— to thee aleo true friené and aan 
after prime aesolate 
meabivaicataete tame eebeie teh cht -anmiad 
4 gift then firet bestowed. 

The poet's association with Dorothy was truly the founda- 
tion on which he built his eanception of innosent girlhood. 
Matual bonds of love and respect, trust and confidence, and 
happiness in each other's company had bound them together 
in a almost complete understanding, When with berothy, 
fordsvorth seems to have felt a sense of security which acted 
ae @ stablising inflmence on him, With such an attitude toward 
his "sole sister," he would naturally be inclined to believe 
that Dorothy represented cirlhood at its boats 

The second influence to affect the poet's mental reactions 
toward girlhood is hie attitude toward the ideal romantic 
gweotheart, The firet of these was lucy, to whom Wordsworth 


wrote five exquisitely beautiful poems, As to Lucy's identity, 


the traditional opinion holds that she was a visionary crea- 
tion inepired by the poet's love for hia sister Dorothys A 
later contention makes her an actual childhood sweetheart ,2> 


‘The Prelude Vis 1998203, pps» 161, 183, 
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whom Yomieworth "Loved with the enmobling passion of a highe 
minded boys She died, but her tmace remeined in his heart,"14 


Whether she was roal or the proiuct of imagination ts a matter 


of small importance here, for, whoever she might have been, 
ahe represents the poet's ideal of purity and innocence, 
These “inoy pooms,") written during his six months! at 
Geslar, Cemmeny, mark the “very bloom of Vordeworth's poetic 
Carec, Tircugh none of his pooms has the peeulfar lovell~ 
ness Of Snglish sconery and English girlhood shone more delle 
ee ee 
serdens of that desolate eitys"2? mroug 
& strong uidercurrent of restrained emotion, the ; Sebendaoe 
of which is so faintly suggested thet the verses are “un= 
surpassed for poignancy of passion.""© pctusl fact, except of 
the poet's homesickness for England end of Lucy's death, is 
ebeont from the lyrica, 
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The first of the group, “Strange Fite of Passion Have 
i Row" (1799), deserives the post's sudden anxiety as he 
moon, On whieh he had fixed his eye, balfedreanxy with the 
happiness of seeing Lucy again, suddenly @ropped behind the 
cottage roof, fear that too soon Lucy would sink Likewise 
wrenched his heart; he was seized with the oudden terror that 
Iney might already be dead. 

i aya eects 

"She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways" (1799) reveals the 
poet's polmant grief at the death of Lucy, who was es shy as 
the haif~hidden violet and as fair as a lone ster in the skys 
Living in a epersely inhabited section of Ingland "beside the 
springs of Dove," she did not have the chance to be knowm and 
loved by many, Few missed her at her deaths but the pootts 
most prised possession was in the grave, and for him the face 
of the whole world had changed 


scranso Bite of Passion Have 1 Know, 2728, pe 1006 
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"I travelled among Uhimow ven” (1799) desertbes the 
poet's nostalgia in Germany, his longing for the Dnglish 
shores, and bie desire to be again with hor he "cherished so. 
beside on Inmglish fire," His love for Mmglend grew “more and 
more," especially after Lucy's deaths It was her lend, the 
place where she had lived and played, and the fields she bed 
last locked upens The intensity of his suppressed erie? 1s 
revesied in these lines: 


The morning showed, thy nights concealed, 
The bowers where Lucy played, 
And thine too is the last green. eld 
That Lucy's eyes surveyed. 
Probably the most pathetic lines in this entire croup 
of pooms are found in "A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal" (1790)» 
in the first stanza, the poet, having never realized death as 
on actuality, “had no fears," Tot lacy diedg she hed been taken 
from him that she might become a part of the creat Universal 
Natures 
Wo motion has she now, no force; 
She nei hears nor sees; 


ther 
Rolled round in earth's diurnal course 22 
With rocks, and stones, smi trees, 


®1; travelled Among Unimown Men, 15-16, py 109, 
82, slumber Did My Spirit Seal, 5-8, pe 187. 
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In "Three Years She Crew in Sun and Shower" (1799), 
Rature decided to make lucy the ideal girl, "a Lady of my 
Om," The silence of the mountains, the flosting clouds, and 
the willow "shall mould" her form "by silent sympathy"; the 
asters, the rivulets, and a1] natural beauty "shall pass into 
her face." Lucy became all that Tature desired, yet Nature 
ould not prevent her deaths 

Senso 

Sal Sirer’nare silt te 
Of courses the poet had the beauty and calm of Hature for his 
eoafort; but without Lusy, Nature lost her fascination for 
bits 

Ag @ group the “imey poems" portray an exquisitely 
idealized suoctheart. Simple in her ignorance of city life, 
pure in her freedom from evil, beautiful from her association 
with Zature, and tender in her love, Lucy became in Wordsworth's 
mind a symbol of purity and perfectionse Perhaps he doubly 
appreciated his spiritual love for her beeause it contrasted 
80 sharply with his earlier physical love for annette. 

Wordeworth found his second type of romantic sweetheart 
im the Highland Girl, whom he saw during bis tour through 


%rree Years She Grew in Sim gnd Shower, S6—42, py 107. 
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Seotiend in 1605 with Coleridge and Dorothy, Dorothy records 
the incident in her journal thus: 


One of bang. . was exceedingly beautiful; and 
the £ both of them, in grey plaids falling 
to thei: po a their faces only being 

eo: our abvention before wo Re ge to ey but 


pith on tienes cise that | x think I never 
heard the my + le yeh pg Ab ng 
from the mouth of the of these girls 


she stood at the gate rt ye our ingu is isons her 
por pronunciation” was 
Clear and dietinets withou B gift Gulty, yet slow, 

as if like a foreion speech, 

Wordsworth, as pleased with the Scotch lasaies as Dore 
gave utterance to his impressions in "The Highlend Girl," 
"the Solitary Reaper," and in later yoare "Mw Three Cottage 
Girla," ie note, dictated to Miss Fenwick in 1643 on the 
first poem, confirms Dorothy's account. 


Tnie delightful crea and her demeanor, 
are particularly described ~~ iy & ey sister's Journals 
The sort of 7 with which the verses con- 
onan bas, oh se God's goodness, been realised; © 
end now, approaching the close of” ay seventy-thire 
Ihave @ most vivid remeabrance of her, and 
cog el autiful nes ag ey with which she was surrounded 
She is alluded to in inoobel engeiaiay. in diiuem 
Girls," among uy continen menorials.s In illuse 
anything t i ay beyond what i * atioin oy 
os & an pe my 
sister's faithful and admirable Jo 
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"the Highland Girl" summarises the characteristics of the 
idealized romantic sweetheart. She is sueh ad shower-beauty,” 
& dream, a heavenly vision, that bis eyes f111 with tears as 
he regiises what sorrow she will nocesserily meet in lifes In 


Benienity end home-bred senae 
Ripening in perfect innocence,®6 


Om her brow is proclaimed the “freedom of a Mountaineer"; 

and her gestures of "crace and life" are her chief memma of 
communicating her thouchts, since few English words are at. 
her commends, Se would like to have some claim on her but she 
is as wnobteinable as a “wave of the wild seas" le would even 
be contented to be a brother op a father to such a lovely 


fe ie thankful thet Seaven sent him through Scotland and eave 
him the joy of seeing the fair vision which he will cherish 
im his heart"long as life shall laste* 

Two years later (1605) he reverts to this theme again in 
"The Solitary Reaper," whom he sees silhouetted againat the 


°6ro Highland Oirl, 26-27, pe 208 
27 rotdey GO~Gly pe 238 
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sky, "reaping and singing ses @ melancholy strains" This tine 
it was not her beauty but her song that impressed him so deeply. 
: Perhaps her plaintive melody foud ites origin in ancient 

; lays or "battles long ago"; perhaps she mourned her own “serrow, 
loss or pain," which might cone agains But “whate'er the theme," 
ite sad notes appealed to the poet and be treasured the memory 
in his hearts 


The masic in my heart I bore, 
Long after it wes heard no more .2° 
Wordeworth's prophecy in the last stenga of "The Highland 

Girl* thet she would remain as fair to him as she then appeared 
proved ite truth in 1621 in "The Three Cottage Ciris" and again 
im 1026 in "The Gleaner," In the first, he stetes that the 
passage of the years had not blurred his memory of the vision 
of beauty | 

mon thos Ci £14¢,bafere, ning es 

Gay vision under sullen nvRte 
Yet he wonders if the loss of her youth had caused her a 
 eorresponding loss of hope and cheerfulness, Ferhaps; but he 
prefers to remember only that first vision, whies in seventeen 
years had become a permanent pert of hie Fancy. 


"me Solitary Reaver, Sl-82, pe 2694 
rn Three Gobtarze Girls, 55-56, pe S44, 
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The gift of imvortalitysso. 
in the second allusion to the permanence of the Highland 

Girl's beauty, Hordeworth had seen a painting of a Scoteh girl . 
at work in the field and had been inspired to write "The 
Glesner." Thet Highland lass, too, 414 her daily task cheere 
fully and trusted Beaven "for daily breads” She, too, was 
beautiful « with her "vernal eyes," ber locks like "golden . 
skies," her cheeks flushed like the dam, end her “roseebud" 
lips, Though only a painting, she deeply iepressed him as 
the first Highland Girl had dono. 

Fair Damgeli oter my captive mind 

Te truth and sober —— eet” 


id thet soft air, those Moors % es Si 
The sweet illusion might have bung, for hours. 


In 1521 Wordeworth, locking back on that period when he 
head idealized romantic love and had found in Lucy and the 
Highland Girl the perfection of innocence, beauty, simplicity, 
and purity, was eble to gumerisze his conception of the 
romentic sweetheart. 

How blest the Maid whose heart « yet free 


Beate with « fancy running igh, 
ow a fane high, 
Her simp Bomene He 


rae ata eran eeeeemnaemndamaneaieainnindtell 


re tree Cottage Girls, 74-75, pe S45, 
Syne Gleaner, 22-25, pe 550. 
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Whos arte never urged to toll, 

Hath ¢ Taz Nantt See Boubtatel ants 
who knows not pomp, ho heeds not pelf; 
Whose heaviest ain tt 1s to look 
Askance 


But in sweet ty} and can hear 
Another's at pit ton envy clear, 22 


Heenvhile, en entirely new and different phase of womane 
hood had been opening before him, and he no lenger had to 
resort to a romantic sweetheart as an outlet for his idoalisms 
Wordsworth had become the father of three daughters: CGeroline, 
in France; Dora, the darling of his heart; and Catherine, who 
Gied when only three years old, Of the three, Dora alone gave 
hin the real experience of fatherhood, for Catherine died 
before hor fourth birthdey ond Caroline was reared in France 
by Annette. Yet through Dora, Wordeworth relived ail childhood 
and exerged with a fuller understanding of cirle and their max; 
problems. 

Caroline, born in Prance in 1795, was the poet's oldest 
child, Although he head a¢knowledged her by giving his name to 
her, she never received from him the same love and effection 
he gave to Dore end Catherines, The few times he saw her were 
not sufficient to instill in him any profound sense of father= 
hood, especially under the ciroumstences of her unfortunate 


Sine Three Cottace Girls, 1-14, pe S44, 
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birth, Annette had the full responsibility of rearing the 

child, although Wordsworth from 1616 to 1936 eave Caroline an 
ennueal allowance of #30 tnd in 1955 made a final settlement 

Of &400 on her,"5 nis he probably aid from a sense of duty, 
not fron any strong bonds of love, . 

Yet she inspired one imaortal sonnets one "beauteous 
evening calm and free” in August 1602, Wordsworth walked along 
the beach at Calais with his only child, Caroline, then aimost 
ten years old, In childish glee and "wmtouched by solem 
thought," she walked beside her father; yet he realized that 
inmate tach tne tinea lane tai 

Deer Child! dear Girl} that walkest with me here, 

if thou appear untouched by solemm thought, 


Thy nature is not therefore less divine: 
Thou liest pe't at the Temple's inner anett 


The touch of sadnese here might have arisen from the poot's 
realigation of the unfairness of Ceroline's birth to her, 
Perhaps it was this very discomfort that later made him more 
deeply appreciate and ideslise his legitimate daughters, Dora 
and Catherines 

Dora, without question Wordsworth's favorite child, was 
likewise hie firet real experience es the father of a baby 
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girl, Doubly cear to him, bothas daughter and as a sesond 
Dorothy, Dora molded his opinion of all girlhood, In her 
he saw the model of all fominine perfection and beauty, both 
moral and spiritual; and in each period of her life, his 
estimation of woman became more refined through his inereasing 
understanding and his enlarged perspectives 

Through Wordeworth's poetry and letters we can trace the 
major stages of Yorats life, for her father wrote of the things 
dearest to him, ie first poetic utterance about hor was on 
Septouber 16, 1604, when he was reminded that she was one month 
old that day, As he locked down at the "frail, feeble, 
Monthling," she seemed of "all forlornest things the most 
forlorn; end he marveled at her having survived a whole month, 
As he watched her he sew a definite parallel between her and 
the moon, such as only a father would sees 


Parallels have arisen 
Within the region of a father's thoughts, 
Pair are ye both, and both as free from etain.®5 


Though she was only a month old, smiles were beginning to 
appear on her face “like the beame of dawm"3 and in those 
smiles the fond father hed his first glimpse of a sympathetic 
Heaven protesting womans 


S5,garess to My Infant Daughter, Dora, 42-45, pe 172. 
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in the sane your, 1804, the post wrote to his little 

@eughter “Tho Kitten and the Falling Leavess® The sound of 
the light, tythmic lines would charm a baby almost as meh as 
the kitten sporting with the autum leaves, 

Yea, the sight so og and charms 

Thee, laughing aras 

That "aamoat I could wie 

That msports are not maine, 

That . ao not wholly fare 3? 

liven as you do, thoughtless pair! 


in 1616, Dora was twelve years old, Catherine, Wordsworth’ 


oly other legitimate daughter, had been dead four years; and 
the poot felt « double responsibllity in his rearing of Poras. 
Wo longer coula he, her “natural leader," guide her tottering 
feet, for now he had to "curd" her "Nymphelike steps «es along 
the loose rocks." low while ahe hed the "soul of innosent 
youth," he wanted to lead her safely across the pitfalls, lest 
she “for pastime plunce into the ‘abrupt abysets" he wanted to 
store her mind with Nature, classic lore, and the Bible; he 
wanted her to have only the best end highest in life, so that 
on the glorious heights of understanding 


“ride, 69-705 pe 17S 
"ine Kitten and the Falling Leaves, 1059110, pe 2714 
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To calm the affestions, elevate the sod, 
And consecrate our lives to truth and love.®3 
Ose year later in the evening of the longest day, the 
poot watched his thirteen«year~old Dora playing “light and 
free" and he sighed contentedly for her blissful indifference 
to time, Yet he wished that it were possible for him to give 
hey the wiedom he had already gleaned, so that she would under- 
stand "the gradual declination to the life of human kind," _ 
and thus spare her a bitter disappointment,©? 
Realising that woman's beauty lost ites brightnes< even 
as the flowers did, Wordsworth in "To <=" advised the twenty- 
year-old Dora to be wise and not value too highly "what must 
80 quickly fades" If Love should come her way, she must not 
Gesplee ity for a “virtuous youth," who would someday find her 
end love ber in apite of her inperfections, would retain the 
first exalted picture of his icved one in his heart forever, 
That alone was the only permanent beauty. 


+ 
That dreads not age, ae suffers from the worm, 
ami never diese 


58, Little Onward Send Thy Guiding Hand, 55-57, pe 496. 
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He wanted Dora to know that kind of exalted love. 
in 1628, the poet, having successfully piloted his daughter 

through twenty-four years of youthful vicissitudes, reached 
the highewater mark in his conception of innocent cirlhooa im 
"fhe Tried," written in honor of Edith Southey, Dora, and Sara 
Coleridge. ere he imagined that he was selecting a wife for 
"the noblest Youth of present time"; and in either-ef these three 
girls he found the ultimate to be desired by any “peerless 
Youth." dith Southey, “worthy of earth's proudest throne" 
but content "to sit domestic queen," was very beautiful. 

Whe that heath seen beauty could content 

His soul with but a of heavenly day? 
Dera, lover of poetry and music, was not as beautiful as Edith, 
but "her glowing cheek and veature green" would disarm any 
mane Her curly hair hung loose and free to the winds; and on 
her bosom she wore a rose for love, not ornament. Her face 
with "features to old ideal grace allied” wae dignified with 
smiles end dimplea, ier constancy and high alm, her expensive 
goodewill, her love end insight all combined to make her a 
charming companion, ler self+forgetfulneas and "laughter- 
loving gaiety" brought happiness wherever she went. Sara 
Coleridge, pensive and meditative, was such more serious than 
her two “sisters in the bond of loves" Her beauty was from 


lime Triad, 71-72, pe 222s 
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thoughtful purity; and her step was Light, lest she “sk 
the mountain dew=dirops.” 

The three "sisters" formed a composite perfection of the 
ideal girl, at which conception Wordsworth could arrive only 
after having reared to womanhood his favorite child, 

Dewa's marriage in 1941 to Mr, Edward Quillinem was far — 
from ideal, She was thirty-seven years eld and although her 
health hed always been poor, she never recovered her strength 
after @ severe illness in 1085, Her husbend, instead of a 
"peerless Youth," was a fiftyeyear-old widower with two chile 
Gren and in distressing financial straits, Though Sir Benry 
Taylor in his Autoblosraphy gave "passionate jealousy" as 
Werdeworth's reason for objecting so seriously to the marriage, 
Professor De Selinecourt has proven in a recent article that the 
poet's chief objection was to Quillinam's "reluctance to make 
any effort to earn a living for himself and his vife, dnd his 
complacency in living to a great extent on the bowmty of others 
sees Dora was the derling of his old age, when ber merriace was 
first mooted she was dangerously 111, and firmly convinced 
of the risk involved in her union to a man who could 111 afford 
to support her, 1¢ was inevitable that he should be difficult 
to convince that an even greater risk might be involved in 
Opposing a match on which her heart was set. = To what extent 
thia conviction was etrengthened by a selfish desire to keep 
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Dera for himself, no me can deternines"*® nevertheless the 
marriage ¢i¢ take plese and Dera was happy, in spite of her 
poor health, for six years with her husband and his baby 
Geughter, Rotha, whom the new wife adored, Dora's death, 
however, in 1847 at Rydel Mount was a tragedy fren which the 


 ~peet never fully recovered, te had lovaiher with more than 


paternal love, for she had been not only his daughter but also 
another Dorothy.» Sir Henry Taylor, referring to the poet in 
his lest yoars, spoke of the tragedy. 


At bis re ge ne i cones @ Silence as of death 
fell upon him, and ti . oo the Intervals 
betwoen her death ns genius was not 
at all times incapable of its old animation, I 
believe it never again broke Into songs45 


Although Catherine, Vordsworth's second denghter, died in 
her fourth year,** his two poems to her have captured the 
momentary gleam and spirit of ell childhood, ‘The first, 
"Characteristics of a Child Three Years 01d," has civen us 
one of cur literature's best deseriptione of a little childs 
The happy little creature flitting here end there in wanton 
glee is "loving +0 and tractable, though wilds" Through her 
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"feats of cunning," her “pretty round of trespasses,” the 
Little actress cote "partnership in plays" Yet she is quite 
as happy when clones 
this happy Creature of herself 

is allesufficients Dolitese te to hex 

is blithe porapst who fille the air 

With gladness and involuntary songe,.45 

The poet's tone had changed in his second poem to Catherines 

She had beon dead for several monthe, and 


Lowe, faithful love, recallithee to uy mina.*® 


The loss wae erievous to himy but the “worst pane" he ever 
suffered wan the moment he learned of her death and "atood 
forlorn," 

Knowing heart's best treasure was no more; 

Socks So te thcee took tolnente’ ban. eeeneneilll 

Then, ag the poet in retrospect reviewed the years past, 

he realised that hie association with Derothy and bis love for 
her, hie enjoyment of a spiritual love for his romantic sweet~ 
hearts, and his experiences as the father of three deughlers 
had given him a clearer vision of young womanhood. She was 
innocent from all evil thoughts ond deeds, pure in her love 
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and Gevotion, modest and simple in her personel relationships, 
and beautiful as a result of her association with Nature; 
although she bore herself with dignity and poise, she was gay 

and "laughter-loving." Under the influence of such a comfortable 
oonseption of innocent girlhood, the poet's appresiation and 
‘wespect for all women expanded, giving him a deeper understand- 

, amg and sympathy for ali human natures 
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Chapter Zit 
THE WOMAN IH THR HOME 


Wordeworth's conception of the women in the home was 
based on his association with three peoples his mother, who 
died when he was eight years olds his sister, who was his cone 
stent companion after 1795; and his wife, who placed her 
husband at the center of her household. Seeing in these three 
the flowering of innosent girlhood, the poet formed a composite 
pieture of the woman in the homo, He found her, as we shall 
seo, to be innocent of ali hypocrisy and deceit, giving freely 
and expecting in return only love and respect, Practical and 
patient, she lived in happy companionship with her husband. 
Morally and spiritually pure herself, she was naturally kind 
end trustful of others and "guilt was a thing impossible in 
here"? Apparently the poot saw only one type of woman in the 
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heme + the so-called "good wonan,"® 

Wordseworth's first knowledge of the woman in the howe 
game through his memory of his mother, Although he was a 
mere child when she died, she represented to him the best in 
@ll motherhood end her emphasie on his religious and moral 
training ae well as her uiderstending love of him as a child 
@efinitely influenced his poetry on this phase of womans 

Anne Wordaworth's insiatence upon her son's religious 


‘training included one of the few situations in which Wordsworth 


definitely remeubered his mothers In the Autobiographical 
Memorentia dictated by the poet to his nephew, Christopher 
Wordsworth, in November 1647 at Rydal Mount, the poet says of 
her? 


I remember my mother only in sous few situatians, 
ene of which was her pinning a nosegay to my breast 


wo had frequent opportunities of seeing what was 
going on theres The cocasion was, a wou do. 
penance in the church in a white sheet, Hy mo 
commended my having been present, expressing a hope 


"t have found only one instance in which Wordsworth mene 
the so-called worlan gt residence 
(VII $6061, S84~307, 
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4 few years before the dictation of the Memoranda, Wordaworth 

ean tienda seated iui: 
Glesiastical Sonnets, “Catechising," in which he had desertbed 

the EE earnest" group of children 


Prom Little down to Least, in due decree 
Around the Pastor, each in new wroucht vest 
Rach with a vernat posy at his breast.¢ 


Hie own Mother was in the audience and he remembered 


Kow fluttered then thy anxious heart for me, 
Beloved iiether} Thou whose happy hand 


This actual experience in the youth of the poet formed 
the basis for another sonnet, “Confirmation Continued," in 
which Wordsworth saw another Mother as anxious and "fluttered" 
as bis own had beens 


Svordaworth, Hemoirs, VOly Ip pps 9s 
*Catechtsings 1-3, pe 445. 
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i saw a Mother's intensely bent 
Upon a Maiden tre: as she nee oy 
for whom the pious Mother f 
Things that we e of a@ light ee feint.® 


' New could that mother refrain from erying “when her child the 
hallowing touch received."? Wordsworth had learned to read 
in the faces of other mothers the emotions that his om mother 
Bast have experienced as she relived each event in her ehiidts 
1ifes 

Anne Wordsworth's understanding love for her children and 
her genuine satisfaction when they had done their best” provided 
@ basis for her emm's poems on handicapped childrens In the 
first of these, "Te Idiet Boy," written in 1796, Wordsworth 
portrayed Betty Fay's understanding of her imbeotle enti” 


‘Sots, Ty De 4466 
Syne Prelude Vi 2709204, pp» 149, 161, 
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upon 
mothers mmr, Pipe the Lower classes of society toward idiots as 
the great trium of the human heart. It there that we see 


trength terestedness, and srandeur of leve; nor 
ee ee eee Leon able to contemplate en object that calle out 
80 many excellent and virtuous sentiments without finding 1% 


hallowed there end hav something in me which bears down 
before it, ike, a deluge ¥ feeble sensation of disgust 
and avers ae" - De ot ee 1208 Letters, PPe * 
(We We To Jom Wilson, June ) 
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and her pride in any effort Jomny mages Though no one else 
could understand his mimbled words, she was "lad to hear" 
the "burr, burr” of his lips; and though he was an idiot, 
she treated him as a mature man, When old Susan Cale became 
very 111 and there was no one to go for the doctor, Betty 
#et her idiot boy on the pony and told the ehild "te bring 
& Doctor from the towns” Of course, Johnny never reached the 
city; and hours later, the frantic mother found him burring | 
and laughing ag he sat contentedly on his pony at the edge of 
the wood. Et en eee 
hie effort, though uselese. 
Sand Sonanyy seven sins, We DOT) A it 

"fhe Blind Highland boy," written in 1606, expressed a 
Siniler understanding and love of the mother for her blind sen, 
who having heard fascinating tales of the sea set sail in a 
Turtie~shell boat one day whon no ane was near, Though the 
mother "fainteth with her fear” while the "wily sailors" were 
rescuing the child, she was too happy to seoid when he was 
returned sete. 


She kissed him = how could spe chastise? 
Sho was too happy fer. 


Wire IB1ot Boy, S070) De 130 
Uygne Bring Highland Boy, 259-240, pe 207 


She understood his child heart and his desire to de as normel 
mene Yor just as "God took pity on the Boy* 


file mother, too, no doubt eat 
Lev other Shildren him aia love 


Mod, wove then other's lovest! 


The poet's hich regerd for Motherhood influenced him to 
write a number of poems in which he expresses a sympathy for 
those women who were gricf-stricken by the loss of a childs 
Antng the first was the sailor's mother, whose son had been 
drowned off the const of Denmark and his only posseasion, a 
bird end bird cage, left to her» She proved her love and 
leyalty to that son by carrying his bird and bird cage wherever 
she wont.» 


And now, God help me for uy little wit) 
reer MeN tinea he took so much delight 


Meargeret, whe for seven years had heard no news from her 
eon, suffered « suspense worse than deaths yet her love for 
him did not lessons 


Years to a mother bring dletress; 
But Go net make her love the less,4¢ 


intae, B50, pe 2956 
one Satlor's Hother (1602), S586, p+ 119, 
Mane agciiction of Margaret (1004), 27-28, ps 117% 
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She wag not sfraid that he had neglected her; but fearing that 
he Was ashamed to come home in poverty, she prayed that he 
would not dread his mother's door for 


Of him I wait for day etre Cet 
With love and pad yg a init 


ieay Bolton, whose son, Kopslliy, was killed in his 
attempt to leap over “The Strid,” built a shrine over the 
river in honor of himy and through prayer aho found relief 
from her sorrow, 


And the Lady —— dn ve ana 
but elowly did her oe Coney 
find a patlence to her crief. 

Realizing how much a mother velues any tribute to her 
dead son, Wordsworth wrote "Elegiac Stengas" in memory of 
William Goddard of Boston, drowned while crossing Lake Zurichs 
The poet concluied with a thought of the mother.*” 

Rother ping “0 for thee, 


And when thy 
Lost Youth! a solitary & 
this tribute from a casual 


itae, CleGS« 

Wire Force of Prayer (1807)y 6l-64, pe 495- 

7a persuasion here expressed was not groundless, The 
first santa consolation that the afflicted lother felt. was 
derived from the tribute to her son's memory, a fact which 
the author learned, at his own residence, | frou his Daughter, 
who visited Europe some years afterworda." - mutchinson's 
note, De BE00 
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do feed tia Sender tastoye a 
The rising peng to smother.25 

the mother in the poetry of Wordsworth as in his mental 
eonception held an honored position; and hor Love, understand} 
ing, and devotion to her children received from hin due praise 
and respecte 

Derothy Yordsworth was the poet's firet domestic companions 
After seventeen years of separation, the brother and sister 
established at Racedowm in 1796 their first home, made possible 
through a legacy of #900 from Raisley Calvert whos William 
had nursed during o fatal iliness, This gift not only made 
the poet somewhat independent, but 1¢ gave to him the cone 
panionship of his sister when he neaicd ner moste Having 
returned in 1793 form France in bitter disappointment over 
the forsaken ideals of the Revolution and in an emotional 
upset over the liaison with Annette, the young poot's faith 
and aspiration were at their lowest ebb, But Dorothy, in 
those esrly months of intimate compadeship with her brother 
at Recedown, “weaned him from contemporary politics and won 
him to beauty end truth."29 xealising that her influence had 
gaved him from cynical bitterness, Wordsworth voiced his 


obligation to Dorothy in The Prelude thus: 


be ol 
¢ 
G2 oe 
> 
7 
” 
s 
mm, % 
Gy 
’ 
& 
. 
w pee 


Mio OLAS (epi GeO he Beegee 
x ong 


wer . Es Ponte? » wer 4 * ihe .. "7 , rs. 
Rh tet GSC. FASE ib wis: winded Se FaeSh 


iii wes: = ta Sotemst 4 
op CRON Sehaed cute 
in ee ae i pa aod Na 


. ‘ aie’ : eae 
AOA ek ob ole So cehed ett ae 
at tad ’ wi? 


eter gerbd wie) Thee ated hy Gaepeber sn 


eet LO hee met tele Wael oe Ae 


es TR. Bol peyc Cis Saar Satay | 


a 


* 
'% AS et on a Aa? od é.¢ act 7 * it a 
) ‘ ® | a ie mF * yd “we wae its id ; 


5 oe 7 ‘Sa ix . 74 uit « - re 
1 ee ite. 4h Sys ebbeate wa ee ae 


Muciak + aes 


we 

= 
> 
ms) 


e 


“2, Boys ; a TOL tT) Pet a my ' 4 Be i £p-BBivey' a 
ties 6 Dee's TOUR TOM yheoswel sd Sadie eres | 
Fan how F . Ass ae: » ie ‘ 

RESTS. SOROS, dela cha Qe 

Pe dh el lin iii 


’ fo 
a iu ¥> %, “bj 4 


if ey a 4% 4 ane af wa p ‘4 BA: 


7 


Then it was « 
Thanks to the bounteous Giver of all cood! « 
That the beloved Sister in snose ei 


ow apes n 

Of sudden admonition # like a brook 

That did but a lonely reed, end now 

cba) Recta fl # and caught'et every tum, 

With trae: ats £ wing sntore roourse, and chenged 

ry selfs; for ) 

mush, @9 St seened, I Was no further chan red | 

Then a8 & clouded and a waning 

She whispered still thet nelentnese would return, 

She in the midet of all, preserved me still 

A Poet,20 

Two yeara later, 1797, Wiliies end Dorethy moved to 
Alfozden, three miles from Nether Stowey. Although their 
"rpinoipal inducement was Coleridge's society," they desired 
the change because tho new home offered more beautiful natural 
surroundings than they had had at Recedown, The brother and 
sister now spent much of their time rambling in the wood, as 
Guggested in the poem “To My Slater," 
2 Siater!] come, I pray 
; with aoont oat on your woot Lan lens Gress 3 
And bring no books an one cey 
¥e'll give to 
Again, in "Louisa," the poet revealed his joy in outdoor 

jaumts and mountain excursions with his sister. Though she 
loved her home with him, 


ne Prelude XI: S35-547, pe 7525 
a, lincourt, & pe 1705 (Dy Wy to Mary 
mmtoninese, pepirhity was. 5 remme ~y 7 


#0 uy Sister (1796)_ S740, De 485 
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Yet o'er moorland will she Ryan 

In weather rough and bleak. 
it was really she who Giscovered for him many of the thrilis 
and excitement of exploring old caves ond waterfalle, All his 
material possessions were not half as valuable to him as a day 
in the nounteins with Dorothy. 

Zeke all that's mine "beneath the mom," 

if I with her but half e noon 

Bay Git benanth the walls 

Of some O14 cave, or mossy nook, 

To hunt the waterfalls, 

it was likewise during their residence at Alfoxden that 

the Wordaworths made the memorable vieit to Tintern Abbey, 
which resulted in the famous "Lines." As the poet reflected 
om his attitude toward Mature when he had first viewad the 
abbey and the change that had taken place in him during the 
pageace of five yeara, he recognized in Dorothy his former 


selfs 
one end = thy voice oh cor gh 
iy former p md in the lights 
r thy wild eyes! 
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He hoped that she would get the full benefit ofthese wild 
ecstasies," for too soon they would "be matured into a sever 
pleasure" ;®° and he desired that her companionship with him 
woule sause her to remeuber Nature's healing influence on hims 
| Nor wilt thou forget 

That on the banks of this delightful strean 

We stood together; end that I, so lone 

A worshipper of Nature, hither came 

/ 

With werner i ~ obj with far deeper seal 

Of holier leve.® 
Neither would she forget after 


Yeny yoara 

Of absence, these steep woods and lofty cliffs, 

_ + * eo were to me 2a 

More dear, both for themselves and for thy sales 

Gordeworth made a similar contrast between himself end 

hie sister in The Preludes, er “benign simplicity of life" 
and her “perfect happiness of @oul” were such that oll nature 
delighted in hers 
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ee or enees ce tak SOUNNCe God Gelichts 
im guch «a yr. or her comoon thouchte 
Are plety, her ate ie eratitude,<: 


tie hed been “like this maid" before ho left the "retirement" 
of his “native hills" and became "a sensitive being, a 
_ SReative soul"5° with a2 its attendant sadness and wisdom 
Without Derotiy, hovever, Wordsworth was only a half» ter 
presence stirred him to a deeper sensitiveness and a keener 


@wareness to beauty then he felt when she was not neat. 
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aah ehtane ohte rowenth pill: Be 28 Repair 
Divides with mo that loved aboie, 


Or an unseen yp Reeth Ba a breath 
Or fragrance genpenionships ee ee 


With the passing of the years, the bond of companionship 
‘and love strengthened between the poet and her 
who dwells with me, whem I have loved 


With “such = eenmeelene that no @ mm earth 
Gan ever be a solitude to me. 
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Throughout his poetry he mentioned his indebtedness to hers 
but in the conclusion to The Prelude he summed up his cratitude 
for her inspiration to him and be reviewed again his reasons 
for his obligation to her. 


Child of my parentel Sister of a. # souls 
Paenics in sincerest verse egy he pm Seeey 
Which I from thee imbibed: "and 3 and tthe meet true 
That later seasons owed to thee no lesa. 

nm © 

ae bat for thee, dear Friend} 

My aoul, too reckless of mild grace had stood 
im her original solf too confident. 

* * * @ 

time 

When Nature, devstnes to remain so long 
Into a's in oxy amir oe fallen beck 


Yet, a deep shadow fell om this idyliic relationship 
between brother and sister when in 1938 Dorothy developed 
brain fever and from 1036 to her death was a confirmed invalid, 
“with her intellect painfully iepaired and her bright nature 
permanently overcloused,"** Wordsworth, unable at first to 
comprehend Dorothy's insanity but soon realizing that death 
would be her only relief, wrote in November 1036 his last 
verses to her, in which he vieualizes her beauty in deaths 

When Suety Gose Sisters wert beans Death's Bride: 


That oy tire ah gn pnd thy brew wae smoothed « row cold 


“She Prelude XIV! 252-236, 247~249,256+259, 264-266, pp. 
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“fueyers, Willian Wordsworth, pe 162 
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Sloveitasl So°Lsth/yeraeeas sa 
The memory of her "heavensrevealing smile" would he felt, 
@iways lead him to the divine, even if hope within him should 
@eclines ter faith would become bis faiths 

fhe life and spirit of the one was a perpetual complement 
of the life and spirit of the other, In their postic bent of 
mind, the brother and sister had one soul, as it were, be~ 
tween them, Yorcthy's more acute perception of beauty and 
more highly developed appreciation for minute details enabled 
her to draw graphic and vivid pictures of the scenes as they 
appeared before her; but Williem's more eriticsal and reflective 
evaluation both of the beauty he saw and of that deseribed in 
his sister's journals became crystallized in verse only after 
a period of tranquillity, ‘This same complementing of each 
other's powers was noted in an article which appeared in 

i ine a fow years after the poet's deaths 
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Because of his love for Dorothy, Sordsworth could truly 
understand ond appreciate the love of other brothers for their 


. sisters, especially that of Charles tamb for the pearanoic Mary, 


even though in a fit of insanity she had killed their mothers 
Feeling it his duty to care for Mary, who always warned hin | 
when she felt 5 spell coming on, Lamb never married, thereby 
missing earth's paradise,’ ‘Yet the love he bore his sister 
eee Unto thee, 
*e *€ @ 
Was given « + « * 
“atadaly"abeareay P58" cho Lites Eso moot 
The s oisenurelnthas and everekind 3 
In whon they reason and intelligent heart 
Found « » © « 


* ££ * @ 33 
Hore then sufficient recompense. 


fo Wordsworth, who considered the love of a sister as — 
divine, even a sisterly affection between people was nobles 
Be found such an emotion existing between the Lady Es Be and 
the Hon, Miss B»,°? and called their home the "Vale of 


Bracma Lee, Dorothy Wordsworth, London, 1826, ppe 22+23. 
SMupitten After the Death of Sherles Lamb, 65-67, pe 585. 
38intd,, 7G, 78, 79-83, pe SS5e 

2rney were neighbors of Robert Jones in Glyn vyrvis 
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Sisters in love, a Reve alone wel te Glee” 
Even on this earth, above the reach of Tine, 
lr» De Selincourt bas said that Dorothy Wordsworth, the 
“gole sister® and closest companion of the poet, had "the 
@eepest and sost permanent influence upon his iife,*4) 
Certainly she did play en important role in making his attitude 
toward woman in the home one of respect and sincere admiration. 
The third person to influence Wordsworth's conception 
of women in the home was bis wife, born Mary Sutehinsen, Their 
marriage om October 4, 1602 hed morked the culmination of a 
gradually developed love from their early youth. Having first 
‘played together at Ame Birkett's infent school, the children 
remained casual friends until the summer of 1789 when Willian, 
then a led of nineteon, spent bie vacation at Penrith with 
Dorothy and "One whoa with thee friendship hed early patrea."*® 
It was at this time, secording to Professor Narper, that 
Wordsworth felt the first stirrings of effection for Mary 
Hatchinson,** wnieh fact the poet recorded in The Prelude: 


20 the Lady Be Be and the Hons Hiss Be, 12-14, pe 272. 
41,5 Selincourt, Dorothy Hordeworth, pe de 

S2ane Prelude XIV! 20% pe 407. 

Sarper, William Wordsworth, pe 52. 
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By her 
And placid coe rik reeme anne firet Rn th 


“Whose presence now laid the foundation of a love which was to 
be renewed and perfected when his need for 1t was full, and was — 


to be his support end solace to life's end,"*5 

Se have no account of hie seeing her again wmtil 1797 
when Mery spent the entire spring with Dorothy at Racedown, | 
But other associations having ceeupied William's thouchts | 
Guring the interval between 1789 and 1797, he probably aid not 
find particular interest in Mary's visits and it was not until 
two years later, 1799, that we find her mentioned again in 
hie poetry, im that year the poct discovered a pool in Rydal 
Upper rark*© where neither sun nor wind would ever cone "but 
a8 a blessing to this calm recess,"@? The peaceful quiet of 
the mock, to travellers uimowm, reminded the poet of the 
placid serenity of Mary. 


And there my sweet Mary, this sti22 Nook 
Sith aki’ tee Geathons o0 hase naneé fren yoot™ 
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in the Gummer of 1002, Wilitem and Dorethy left Dove 
Cottage for a short visit with Mery at Sockburn, followed by 
& four wook's stay with Annette? and Caroline in Calais, ‘The 
poet's account of his emotions on leaving hie garden until 
hie return with a bride is recoried in "A Farewell," finiahed 
Niay 29, 1802, Im bidding the garden farewell, he disclosed 
the secret that he would return in two months with "a centle— 


maid," whe would love the garden as her musbend dfi¢ and who 


would quickly adjust herself to the poet's surroumdince, 

Rebel gles Renae dk ivi areday Meng 

oe this Dower, this Indien shed 

A gentle Hata, whose heart is lowly bred, 

wath $e pleasures "ape na ed = fields there'd, 

sopensnens a though cheer 

Will come to Olly oe oe tee herself will wed; 5 

ind love the ife that we lead here,5° 
She would not only love his kind of life but the carien would 
grow dearer to her, especially when she realised the happiness 
Wordsworth hed mown there as he had anticipated his marriage 
to her,» The garden was to help hin 


ee tell fer tales of years cone by, 
Ana*this sweet spring, the best beloved and best. ”* 


He was anxious for the sumer to pass, for autwm would bring 


49seq Chapter I, pe 
59, perguell, 25-6, 20-52, pe 106. 
Shintae, G9e50, pe 107 
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the happy couple and Dorethy home again, Perhaps his dread of 
the turning summer months was fertly due to the impending 
visit with Annette, 

fe, soning Sock tate usr was IST'S cur, 

into thy bosom we again shall creep, 

The Wordsworth who returned to dasmere October 6, 1802, 
with his bride and sister was a staumch defender of the senctity 
of marriage, which he felt was not only necessary for the 
completion of human happiness but was also a Spiritual union 
that mysteriously made of two individuals one complete soul. 


rredded Love enae Saar aes Nas imeem 
sean, bees aoe wr A a ini 
re one Colne of a pair," 
That spiritual union was a transformation of meager existence 
into a glorious living, for between 
Men and a helpemate in fast wedlock joined 
¢ is raised a 6) 4rit and soul of love 


Without soeke blisa ce Paradise 
Had been no Paradise. 


Sueh wedlock was so essential in Wordsworth's scheme of living 


TA Earowell, 62-64, pe 107 
Sone Amsinian Lady's Loves GleC4, pe 1406 
*ivitten After the Death of Charles Lamb, 64-67, pe 585. 
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that he could view Charles Lamb's bachelerhood only as tracles 


And let him grieve who carmot choose but grieve 
That he hath been an Elm without his vine 
And her tiles, 


His ow epirituel union with hie wife “in the blessed hours 
Of early love"®’ nea revealed Mary as no longer a phanton 
bat en inmate of his heart. : 


Shs'gumy te habiee semnieae. $e anand 
A moment, pot od cet there ete dos . 


When Wordaworth was seventy-three, his attitude toward 
warriace wos essentially unchanced from that of hia early 
manhoot, excopt that he hed becone aware of the increasing 
number of failures in marriages based on “low and wretched 
principles," Lady Hichardaon in her Reminiscences has recelied 
@ conversation with her old neighbor on December 22, 1545 on 


Bose at 9 Reng tae en. Sher fay mete Rigg ren dy 
tegen letter to Thomas Pool, March 30, 16002 "If you 


a mareied men i should tell you that I an exce % 
wife, “end four fine “ond idrens but you are above these Luxuries" 
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He atill held the institution of marriace ac sesreds the failure 
and wihaopiness were caused by the Individuals who participated 
fm the marriages The poet's early idenliom remained essentially 
unchanged to the ends 

The peet's greatest and most famous tribute to Mery was, 
of course, "She was a Phanton of Dolight,"©? in this, which 
is one of Wordsworth's finest poome, he has described three 
atacea in the development of hie love for Mary, The first 
etengza probably commemorated the sumer of 1789 when, during 
his vacation with Dorothy and Wary at Penrith, he first saw 
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Phantom se delt % 
When firet she gleamed upon my sight 
Though her eyos were as tho stare end hor hair as the Twilight, 
she seemed a creature of 
A dancing Shape, yg on ene hy 
29 haunt, te startle, and way Lay 58S 
In 1606 at the writing of the poem, Wordsworth and Mary 
hed been married two years, an interval of time sufficient 
for him to have seen her 
upon neare: view 
A Spirit, yet a woman toof64 
He face glowed not only with the record of their happy hours 
together but also with the promise of permanent bliss; and 
her understanding nature enabled her to become quickiy adapted 


to her husband's every moods 


A Greature not too bri or good 
Por amen nature's daldy foods 


Sloe, prelude XIV: 26820, pe 750: “She came, no more a 
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the third stenza is entirely within the poet's mind, Here 
he views Mary as an older woasn, mellowed in love and sonblenesa. 
Their comestic life has through the passage of uany years been 
so intimate and complete that he mows the exest workings of 
her mind end soul,» Uer reason has become firm, her will has 


Ah nn Women, nobly planned, 

To wera, to contort and command 

And yobs Sp: at otlat and bright 

Sith’ aomet. pen Pe Light. 

tt might seem that a poet ag sensitive to the delicate 

tinte and shapes of Nature as was Wordsworth would expest a 
Like outward beauty in his wifes Sary Wordeworth was not 
beautiful in the usual use of that term, but she had qualities 
more highly valued by her husband, 


Heed not the' none should cali thee fair; 
is aght in Loveltness: cooperg 
if n 

With what thou art to me. 


The true beauty that he desired in her was that she love hin 
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trae beauty dwells in deep retreats, 
Whese veil ia 
T4111 orgs with heart in conn be beats, 
Ang the lover is beloved 
Yet De Quincey was quite impressed with Mrs, Wordsworth's type 
of beauty. 


She furnished a rewarkable proof how possible 
at ie for a won, neithor hendeore nor even 


Many's personality fitted her to be on excellent literary 
companion to her husbend, During her early friendship with 
Dorothy, she had become interested beth in the poetic technique 
and in Nature as a source of postrys Yet Mary was the ine 
sernation of practicality and coumonesense, as applied to the 
concerns of theqory~iay world.’ That characteristic, however, 
which best fitted her to be the wife of a Poot was summed up 
by De Quincey: 
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Her Intellect was not of an active order, but in 
uiescent, reposing, meditative way, sho appeared 

a enjoyment from her own aGe 3 
eee to fool and to enjoy in a luxurious repose of 


his Gaily life, then a b: Dh im, meg Yond tay, 
That very silence om her part mate possible many happy hours of 
Wordeworth's reading aloud to hie wife, In his Dedication te 
"the White Dee of Ryletone,” he spoke of that joys 


In trollised shed with clustering roses gay, 
And Mary, oft beside our blazing fire, — 


Beloved Wite!’®@ 


Though Mery, lacking much of Dorothy's sensitiveness to 
beauty, was more interested in her lausehold duties than in 
her om poetic composition, her husband was eenuinely respecte 
fur7® o¢ her eriticisms, mate only after a period of meditative 
Silence, in 1004 when he was casting about for the best exe 
pression of hie emotion upon seeing the daffodils, Mary's 
suggestion became two of his best lines in "I Wandered Lonely 
as a Cloud," 
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» Pie SIS-Sl4, “Some recent critics have been in= 


ws i A ha + encews - > so 


oh Gey uae sabes dies Hos dubs eee dnp 


erR ay 4 tat aS 4g s tou oH eR Wt, dl my be hear 
et een hs era re 
yA gh ef i 4 , aed a ALS oA rege ae yon 


« 
R ote * b (orn Ae ‘oe as * a 1 aw Ps ‘ 
i r e ee hy “i Ve 1 bie % «ae is) ee u hh \ oe A i sf | ‘K La 


ha Bs iy i (eae Pith Ab ay rw we eben dt 
xa spp ate ort Woh tn 8 eens to 
PHI AG Awad: = sitasitianbiian 2) haat U 


mE “Wee. ARO SA eee Ces No) ae thts 


2 


See a i A eto 225 +0: aba yes 


8 par) Wy os 7 a} ee | a “aa fey *elen +? , 


Pars y ’ Ae NT MR OB a ray M 


abpalis i) wile As Le Gee Se.) Mi ae ae Age omghoud pw Ja 

i a . byt it " vt eR: Gad x panna by : # sal RAAT, , 
rt BOS oe alt ieee “9 baie 2. , aa whee y Sauer gomentedt et aie 
mle RiQyapet et Rs tis , a % ee asd ape sll 
path | wi blige nth ade cunteeb- nina + eh oxen aki 


iis PEG F aa anes: PL ce ie a a oi uf “Ws tine 


“igh ROE. yi; . 
wily cart RE sete. reo 
A aca pane: MRE NS - it ak * teh oi 
Sd a all ves spk teal eee 4 
| aT cL ss OW 


ial 


Unish ie the blise of nates 

Again in 1620 the journals of Mary and Dorothy formed the basis 
om which Wordsworth composed the sonnets and poems that make 
up the Memorials of 2 Zour on the Continent, 1620, But the 
poet valued Mary most for her perfect understanding of hie 
moods, especially when he was couposing spasmodically end 
revising under pressure, After such a period he often felt. 
intense remorse over having been irritable and impatient with 
hers Such was his state of mind in 1937 when, writing to her 
from Saleburg, he regretted a recent iupatienee with hers 


Oe ah ” 


Dearest Mery, when I have felt how harshly I 
demeened myself to you, my inestimable fel-+ 
low + labourer, while correcting the last Mlition 
i often Be would 


often put nerves: impatience was une 

. though " eu I now feel that 
t ought to have been governed, You have forgiven 
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Possibly ow best sincle clance into Wordswerth's attitude 
towari Mary as his wife is recorded by Crabb Robinson in his 
Reminiscences of Wordsworth, June 11, 1812, De Quincey, having 
already turned against Wordsworth, was continually making feline 
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remarks about the poet, who paid no attention te thom, Pinally, 
Crabb Robinson could not resist telling Wordsworth one 
thing De Quincey had sald: 
i cannot help telling one thing De Qs» s an 
hie last number in (these) Very words = tha ies » 
We is a beter wife than he emp Lid he 
that?! We exeleimed in one of samen cs 
, 101d he vay thatt “Wose fe be tous 
that that 1gen forgive him almost anything Glee he 
influenced by his eppreciative love for Mary, Wordsworth 
made frequent mention in hia poetry of other wives who filled 
their places in the home admirably and well, Huth, tho feeble 
wife of the aged Simon Lee, made up for her husband's deficiencies 
and did whet he could not do» 
Oft, work by her Husband's side 
uth 008 want ase cannot dp 
soan Ba vs or 
oy 6tou Sookee ad 


Though isabel's joy was in her household and Michael's in his 
flocks ami fields, they worked from dawn until late at night 
as one soul in two bodies. Their hopes and ambitions for their 
g0n were the samez and Isabel was so much a part of her 
husband that 
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The “atron of Yedborough, although she was more than seventy 
years old and had suffered “a twofold stroke," was always 
happy ana cay to amuse her mute and paralytic husband, 
Wordsworth felt that she deserved "praise, heroic praise, and 


_ true" for spending so much of hor own needed strength in order 


that her husband's last days might be happier, 


and finally, the widow on Windermer’ side, "left beneath a 


weight of blemeless debt," became angelie through suffering 
before her death, After a life of useless struggle to pay 
the debt, she seemed to seo in the death of her last son a 
transfiguration, Now 


She smiles as if a martyr's crown were won 
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The post's analysis of tho womenly traits exemplified by 
the Maid of Buttermere, even though she hed been decéived and 
tricked into a cruol marriage, might serve here as a partial 
summary of the qualities he sdmired in eny woman in the hones 
He had been "stricken" 


With admiration of her modest mien 
And penueneny marked by tnexempled crate. 


| pena 
oO? public notice, 


We may conclude this analysis with his comment on "A Wife and 
Friend"; | 


while thy b cmd thee cling 
‘meat show us how diyine a thing % 
A Wanan may be made 
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S259 9 Young Lady, 10-12, pe 225, 
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Chapter IV 
THE INTELLECTUAL WOMAN 


Only a fine line of demarcation distinguishes Wordeworth's 
conception of the woman within the home from that of the woman 
whose interests had expanded beyond the home into the channels 
of art, poetry, and criticism and into the public problems of 
@ social and religious nature, dust as Dorothy and Mary were 
among the poet's best literary critics and took an active 
interest in the limited public problems that confronted the 
aimost isolated Lake country, so Lady Beaumont, Lady Holiand, 
Elizabeth Barrett, and others were fundamentally home-loving 
women, Wordsworth's circle of acquaintance included a number 
of very brilliant and clever women, to whose opinions and ideas 
the poet listened with respectful deference, The purpose of 
thie chapter is to give a brief summary of his attitude toward 
those women who, out of sheer intellectual curiosity, probed 
ante the secrets of art, poetry, and criticism and who dise- 
cussed the social and religious problems of their time, 
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Throughout, we shall note the poet's genuine respect for the 
ability and mentality of those women who possessed a marked 
degree of intellectuality, 

Those women, whose keen sensitiveness to the beauty of the 
poet's beloved lakes and mountains found expression in their 
Jandseaped gardens and their efforts at drawings, struck a 
| responsive note in Wordsworth, Lady Beaumont, by whom the poet 
was employed from October 6, 1806 to August, 1807 to landscape 
the grounds of the Coleorton estate, found such a delight in 
the countryside that Yordsworth wrote to her in 1806; 

Since I reached home I have passed the chief 

part of my time out of doors, much of it in a 

wood by the lakeside, e spot which you would like,+ 
Sir George Beaumont, himself "an accomplished though conventional 
landscape painter" 2 left the planning and laying out of the 
grounds at Coleorton to the decisiomof his wife and Wordeworth, 
Our best account of the plans for the garden is in the poet's 
letter of December, 1806 to Lady Beaumont in which he considers 
"the request that I would undertake the laying out your winter 
garden as a great honor." Yet he did not feel free to “enter 
upon my office t111 I have had your opinion on my intended plan, 


Iie Selincourt, Midd of x vol. I, p. 30, (%, ¥, to 
Lady Beaumont, que aday, une 3 19806), 


*uarper, William Yordsvorth, p. 404 
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and solicited the improvement which your taste and intention, 
ami those of Sir George, may suggest."° ‘The very fact that 
this letter was "the longest I ever wrote in my life" is proof 
in itself of the poet's assurance that he had an understanding 
and appreciative audience in Lady Beaumont; and his meticulous 
eare in describing the minute details and drawing the exact 
‘plans is his own compliment to her artistic refinement end 
ability to visualize, as he did, the garden as it would appear 
at the end of elx years, 

In January of the following year, 1807, while his work on 
the winter garden was in progress, the poet in a sonnet "To 
lady Beaumont", hoped that when she reached the winter of life 
she would bring her more serious thoughts for meditation to 
“thie paradise for winter hours," 

Yes? when the sun of light more freely shines, 
Becoming thoughts, 1 trust, of solemn gloom, 
or of high gladnese you shall hither bring, 

Three years later we find him complimenting her artistic 
judgwent > again, In a letter to her on Mey 10, 1810 


S . , , 
De Selincourt, Middle Yea vol. I, pe 90. (8, %, to 
Lady Beaumont, no Ee os “FEaat. 


4 , 
Lady ent , 9-11, p. 264, One month after the writing 
of ents @ expressed rf pimi lar idea in a letter to Lady 
Beaumont (Feb, 3, 1807): “Our garden is to be a winter garden, a 
t and pleasure from the fall of the leaf to its 
~sepre = eee half of the year, Great part of this time he 
now perhaps pass in London, but if you live that will probably 
not always be so, Infirmities come on with age, that render 
tranguillity every year more welcome and more necessary. 
De Selincourt, Middle Years, vol. I, Pe 11&. 
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concerning the illustrations in Wilkinson's Select Views, 
the poet is certain that she and Sir George will be disgusted, 
The drawings, or etchings, or whatever they 

may be called, are, I know, such as to you and 

Sir George mist be intolerable. You will re« 

colive from them that sort of disguet which I do 

from bad poetry, a disgust which ean never be 

felt in its full strength but by those who are P 

practised in an art, as well as amateurs of it. 

Yet there were occasional drawings from the pencils of | 
women which pleased him, especially if the subject were to be 
fourm in nature, In 1845 a lady sent him some drawings that 
she had made on the island of Madeira, requesting that he 
critically evaluate them in the form of a poem, Having never — 
been to the island of Madeira, Wordsworth found it difficult to 
judge flowers he had never soon. Yet the poet derived genuine 
pleasure from them ag soon as he recognized resemblances be- 
tween them and the flowers he knew in the Lake Country. In 
evaluating the drawings, he found an element of permanent 
pleasure, 


Your portraite still may reach the peart 
And there for gentle pleasure live, 
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be Selincourt » Vol, Ty po S71, (4%. W and 
D. W, to Lady eb ay ; way 10th, 1810). 


Sr & Lady, 11-12, pe 164, 


ao eee ee iy Die iB Mi ae Pl : re, oe . 
per MELO FPL B6% BEX ee towed eat sale 


Eater te Ph ag ye ate, wha Sy we Bate ain 


al 


ed 
ata el.) Y Y Ai re ' 
» Ws ra u ie » 4 
ed be " 4 (v% ‘ < ‘ i piled ’ 
Ay ct va Ch a Aaa ‘ 
'2- a, rT in 
ee | 
> y ! 4 
; , , i i 


extent tet : pee Kei ett, oer epee : gi: 


a ey 


‘ : 
edt oh vet iiy vin gest ae 
bos: ah a Or ey hee: 11k Ang a wie a ad . ay 


a ie tel Oud be pee ‘yw tak 


oT Atle Reeth aoe sche = 
me Sagan Be eaRe 


i  , Tae aa a oe ede Aus 
oO Si So mosey paeknet> Latetesen ened 


to Boatat ect ape 


& 
~~ 
= 
4 
“ 
a 
> 
4 


‘TOwGR Hoty ed Reeey me To eee Oe OP moe eo? 


SOU h Ue eee, weghp Rak, Ber Cares - 


wha 


AOR lV ee OS Se ee Be ei ee hatin 
res «it ree ett aes OY Rez a ‘ ay fa Ape pc oRyS, pu a Taye t »: " 


ee i ee ae cnet % 
. aide ‘SOY wot! 
MEMS Ot toe eth eee 


bk: Oe od: 098 ee leek ghee etasran alte a 
et, at bake Fg SPARE eaA Sel 

soit a ghost iat as ; 

ae oe 


A glance at the poet's frank appraisal of the poetry from 
the pens of such women as Mrs, Barbould, Elizabeth Hamilton, . 
Lady Winchelsea, Catherine Grace Godwin, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, and others, will be sufficient to illustrate Wordsworth 
attitude toward women as poets, Crabb Robinson reported that 
"in the eatimation of Yordsworth, Mrs, Barbould was the first 
of ovr literary women, and he was not bribed to this judgment 
by any especial congentality of feeling."? In this connection, 
Mr, Robinson could not refrain from relating an anecdote cone« 
necting her and Wordsworth, It was long after Mrs, Barbould's 
death, One day Wordsworth requested his friend to “repeat 
me that stanza by Mrs, Barbould.” Robinson did so, several 
times, until Wordsworth had committed it to memory, “He was 
at the time walking in his eltting room at Rydal with his 
hands behind him; and I heard him mutter to himself, 'I am 
not in the habit of grudging people their good things, but I 
wish I hed written those lines',"® 

On September 24, 1827, Yordsworth wrote to William Rowan 
Hamilton, thanking him for having sent « volume of Elizabeth 
Hamilton's poems which “are surprisingly vigorous for a female 
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pen, but occasionally too rugged, and especially for such a 
subject, "9 Twelve years later, the poet mentioned the poetry 
of “your sister Eliza, of whom we all think with a thousand 
good wishes and a sincere affection; we know not what favour 
her volume of poems may have met with from the public, but we 


_ &re convinced that they merit a degree of approbation far be« 


yond what it is too probable they will receive, poetry being 
so little to the taste of these times, "10 

In a note to Alexander Dyce, October 16, 1829, sordeworth 
voiced a desire to be conmilted if ao second edition of 


Specimens from British Ioetesees (1925) should be published, 


There is one Poetess to whose writings I am 
popestsliy partial, the Countess of Winchelsea, 
i have perused her Poems frequently, and should 
be happy to name such passages ae I think most 
character} stic of her Geniue, and most fit to be 
selected, 


A few months later, the poet analyzed her poetic technique, 


Her style in rhyme is often admirable, chaste, 
temier, and vigorous; entirely free from sparkle, 
antithesis, and that overeculture which reminds 
one by its broadglare, its stiffness, and heaviness 
of the double daisies of the garden, compared with 


9 
De Selincourt, The Years, vol. I, pe 275. (iW, We to 
William Rowan Hamilton, Beate 1827), 


eon vol. Il, pe 964. (Ww. ¥, to William Rowan Hamilton, 
Jan, ry 1830 ) * 


“BB. vol, I, pp. 422-423, (We W, to Alexander Dyce, 
oct, 16, 16 
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her poetry In 1020, received the following comme: 
him: 


Misa Gatho has found Yords 


o6 


their modest and sensitive kindred in the ftelassl2 


Catherine Grace Godwin, having sent Cordeworth a volume of 


Wherever 1t is reac, auch poo cannot but 
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in the unprinted passages from Crabb Robinson's Diary 
worth'a frenk opinion of Elisabeth 


Derrett Srowming's pootrys Although he bad written Kenyon 
(Februery 86, 1050) thet she appeared to be "a very interesting 


peraon, both for genius and atteinne 
anmG Crabb Nobinsen that she lacked vigours 


6", he told Men Pourick 


‘ew poems ere too ideal for me « I want 
flesh ec blood = even course nature and truth, 
Where there le a want of refinement’ and beauty, 
ie better than the other extrone!,l4 
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Pour years later the post, writing to Miss Barrett herself, 
sSiggested a change for clarity of meaning in one line of her 
sonnet on Haydon's portrait of Nordaworth, He not only thank+ 
ead her for the sonnet as an expression of her feeling toward 
him, but he praised the verse because 
The conception of your sonnet is in full 
ans the expreseion vigoroue,iS 
° 
He also thanked her for sending him “two copies of a volume of 
your writing, which I have read with much pleasure, "16 
Hie experience with Hre, Hemans was less pleasant, Having 
learned that she wished to dedicate her book, Scenes and Hymg 
gf Life, to him, he wrote her August 20, 1833 that he would 
“@uly appreciate the mark of honor,"17 When in April of the 
following year the book, ready for publication, was submitted 
to Hordeworth 's judgment, he shrenk from Mrs, Heman's overeen« 
thusiastic dedication, which even as a private letter would have 
been considered unduly sentimental, Embarrassed somewhat by 
her excessive ardor, the poet politely requested a simple 
inscription. 


1s.. Selincourt, The Later Years:;,VOl. III, pe 1144. (W. &, 


to faizedeth Barrett, Oct, 26, 1842). 
Jbid., p. 1145, 
VT otdey vol. II, Pe 665. (Ww, W, to Mra, Hemans, Aug. 20, 
18232» 
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But I must say that a testimony in so 
high a strain of admiration {fs what I cannot but 
shrink from «ees Instead of this Dedication neey 
simply inscribe them to me, with euch expression 
of respect or gratitude as would come within the 
limits of the rule which after what hag been said 
above, will naturally suggest itself, 


Even though the poetry in the volume was only fair, Words- 
worth appreciated the effort and energy Mre, Hemans hed expend+ 
edgy and in the graciousness of his nature, he selected a few 
of the best poems on which to base his comments, He did not 
value her poetry from the standpoint of versification or style, 
but from the associations with his past which the poems suggest 
ed, 

Where there is so much to admire, it is difficult 
to select: and therefore 1 shall content myself with 
only two or three pieces, And, first, lot me 
particulerize ... "Flowers and Music in a Room of 

Sickness". ‘This was especially touching to me, on 

my poor sister's account, who has long been an invalid, 

confined almost to her chamber, The feelings are 

eweetly touched throughout this peem, and the imagery 

very beautiful; above all, in the passage where YU, 

deseribe the colour of the petale of the wild rose, 

Wordsworth not only respected but likewise frequently 


profited by the criticism of women, One of the first of these 


pales vol. Il, Pe 702, (%, 8 to Mra, Hemans, April 30, 
1834). 


2 *» (%. %, to Mr se Hemans, Septe, 1834). 
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was @ Wiss Taylor who, delighted with Wordsworth's poema, 
asked for an account of the events of his life which had in- 
fluenced his ideas in the Lyrical Ballads, She wondered if 
he had always thought so independently, for she considered his 
etyle definitely distinguished by a genuine simplicity, Yorde- 
worth's reply on April 9, 1801, in which he emphasized the fact 
that he always looked steadily at his subject, shows that he 
was quite flattered by her favorable criticism, 

Wadam, I have great reason to congratulate 
myself on the pleasure which poems have afford 
ed FOU sees You do me too much honor when you 
express a desire to learn from me an account of 
such events in my life asa may have had an influeme 
in forming my present opinions ose. Zou flatter 
me, Madem, that my style is distinguished by a 
genuine simplicity, Whatever merit I may have in 
this way I have attained solely by endeavoring 
to look, as j have said in my preface, steadily at 
my subject. 
Mies Taylor's critiolem, coming at a time when with the publie 
gation of the lyrical Balleds Wordsworth's reputation as a 
poet had just begun, was duly appreciated by him, 

Six years later when Lady Beaumont, though a staunch be~ 
liever in the permanence of Wordeworth's poetry, became worried 
over the {immediate reception of his verse by the public, the 
poet calmed her fears by expressing his own faith in the 


imperishability of his art, even though no 


Brides PPe 268~+270, (%. We to Wias Taylor, April 9, 1801). 
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expectations can be lower than mine concerning 
the oa effect see upon what is called the 


Publi 
This was due, he felt, largely to the fact that most people 
were not intelligent enough to unierstand real poetry; and they 
would never realize that some poems, "To Liberty" for example, 
had to be read as a group for their full meaning, Ee apologized, 
however, for explaining this principle at such length, lest he 
insult Lady Beaumont's intelligence, 

But I am wasting words, for it is nothing 

more than you know, end if said to those for 

whom if,is intended, 1% would not be under} 

stood, 
The real purpose of that letter of May £1, 1807 was to thank 
her for her solicitude over the reception of his postry and 
"to allay any vexatious thoughts on my account which the op- 
position may have produced in you, 2 

Although Mra, Fermor hed not approved®* the sonnet beginning 


saat Selincourt, oe Years, vol. I, pe 125, (%, % to 
5 * 


lady Beaumont, May 
PP bid, Pe 127, 


Pride, Ps 125, 


4 ordsworth was not always as generous as this, Occasionally 
his magnanimity was superseded by caustic retorts when one of his 
public, out of ignorance, destructively criticized his poetry, 
Such was the case with Patty Smith, a friend of Mrs, Clarkson, 
who advanced the opinion that The oursion lacked poetic imagpry. 
in a letter to Mra, ety ere , sworth almost denies 
Migse Smith an ordina ntelligence. 

*To you (Mrs, chavkeem) I will whisper that The Ex 
has one merit if it has no other, viz. variety of musical ¢f- 
fect, Tell Fatty Smith this, e name is a secret with me, 


Continued to page 103, 


ee ws @ sy 


ae a | ee me Hl 
ES ae 1 ’ : 
ava 
pk 
* , 
ye) ; 


‘. ; j , Ys >* 
h ke a t 
\ A 
Me : 
’ 
. q ‘ } ’ ’ iy cirait 
. : : A 
ics 4 % 
it ’ b i oe 
* f + » : R 
‘ \ 4&4 " hi 
‘ 
, 4 C 
= : “ 
/ 
i 
) : 
{ 
j 
i 
: eae 
x 7 mS 
c is 
+ 4 . ra, ‘ 
¥ v ’ & fi A 
ees ? 
7] Y" ’ : p 
iF ‘i 4 : ; a? 
me, 4 ¥ oes é . : 
| . fia > , 
‘ 
rh : 3 be \ 
p: 
ri aie P ‘ 
’ uv ts } e ‘ A? t 
\ 
t 
1 a : ee * 
: 
Pay ad ‘ ” - ; » 
. a 
4 
™ » - : 
; a i ' 
. 
PM 
m ., é t 


aie y = 2 


“4% } F 4 A as 

nS Pa * Uf oka enn egw 3° pom 
Yithy | tp Bishe vn we grit oth Ae 2 Gate 

che af : ange 2 toe 


103 


"With ships the sea was eprinkled far and nigh", the poet was 
. pleased to find that hie mind had such in common with here, 


i cannot but add a word or two upon my satis~ 
faction in finding that my mind has so wuch in 
common with hers, and that we participate so many 
of each other's pleasures, I collect this from 
her having singled out the two little Poems, the 
Daffodils, and the Rock crowned with enowdrops, 

i am sure that whoever is much pleased with either 
isons yore — wpengred delineations must be 

% Oo wa hrough the recesses of poe 
with deligntse® ae mie we 


Several years later, the poet pald Lady Mary Lowther an 
indirect compliment in the form of a poem to her in which he 
compares his poetry to a “Parnassian Cave” of crystals and 
precious stones, If her deeper spirit feels inclined, she may 
read his peetry, 1,¢e. enter the cave and poseees the jowels, 

And to this work] a grotto bright and clear 
From stain or taints; in which thy blameless mind 
Nay foed on thoughte though pensive not gustere; 


Or, if thy deeper epirit be inelingg 
fo holy musing, it may enter here, 


and would make her stare, Exhort her to study with her fingers 
till she has learned to confess it to herself, Miss Smith's 
notion of poetical imagery is probably taken from The Flea sures 
cee or Gertrude of “yoming 

Selincourt, Hiddle Years, vol. Il, pe 617. (Ws %, to 
Gatherine Clarkson, December, 1814). 


256 selincourt, Midd’ Vol, Ip pps 1206130. ( We We 
to Lady Beaumont, Mey 21, 1 2 


2% tady Mary Lowther, 10-14, pe 264, 
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Aside from Dorothy and Mary, the two women whose intel- 
lect Yormieworth respected most from about 1650 to his death 
were Dora and Mise Fenwick, Besides being his favorite child 
and “the apple of his eye", Dora found her father respectful 
of her criticisms, ‘hus, when Dora in 1838 along with her 
mother and Mies Fenwick objected to a line®7 tn the sonnet to 
Southey®® pecause it referred to the insane Dorothy, Wordeworth 
consented to make the change though he himself did not agree 
with their opinion, 

The thought in the sonnet as it now stands has 

ever been a consolation to mo e«.s but your mother 

seems to think it would be applied at once to your 

dear aunt, I own I do not see the force of the 

objection; but if you and Wies Penwick and others 

should be of the same mind, it shall be suppressed.®? 
More often, however, Dora's criticisms were favorable and 
pleased him; when in 1842 she complimented "The Borderers”, his 
reply was: 

I am glad you like the tragedy, I was 


solf surprised to find the interests 
capt up in the fourth and fifth hots.) 


27 rors is a holy Being, freed from Sin," 
2», wnat a Dreck! how ghanged in Mien and Speech, Pe 280, 


29 
De Selincourt a ter ¥Yearg, vol. Il, pe G17. (He We 
to Dora, eg a « 


* abide vol. Til, Pe 1122, (¥, We to Dora Quillinam, 
april 7, 1642). | 


5 
. BAGH TF. eects y Correspondence of Henry Crabb Robinson 
with the Wordsworth irele, IBOB- 1866. Oxford ieee ¢ \De. iat le 
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During the winter of 1658 and 1859, Miss Isebella Fonwick, 
who became "Wordsworth's moat intimate friena,*=+ took a 
Gottage at Ambleside, ome mile from Rydel, There her society 
helped 1ift the clowi of loneliness that had settled over the 
poet when he lost Dorothy as an intellectual comanions, He 
found moh satisfaction in being able to ) 

ho heartiatfiewes sister af cur iowite 

Miss Fenwiek's traits, as described by Sera Coleridge in 
1846, fitted her to be one of the poot's most valuable critics 


i tock great Gelicht in Mies Fenwiek and in 
ney eonversetion eene Ber aing is owh a noble 
spyand of heart and intel. 


2a t perfect fectatoenesay. Sh 
ict ae ster eco “oote ab yo 


Her greatest contribution was the Fenwick Notes, dictated by 
Wordsworth in 1645, As literary explanations of his poems, 
they are of little values but as a body of informal and chatty 
reminiscences, consisting "largely of anecdotes connected 
with the places in which his poems were composed or the 
Snpttedtis thet eadled then fertn®* they ave « treende heute, 
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Thus we see thet Vordsworth was sincerely respectful and 
complimentary to those women whose senaltiveness to beauty 
found expreasion in ert, poetry, or critdeism; end their 
influence on him inereased his appreciation for the intellect 
of womaniind . 

There were, also, women of Wordeworth's acquaintance 
who were intelligently interested in public affairs, both 
s0eial and religious, ‘Though thoir interest did not always 
result in action, the poet recognised that these women were | 
alert to current events and were eager to shor som token of 
temierness to these less fortunate than they, He wae quite 
pleased with their action in regard to the Green children, 
after the tragic death of George and Serah Green in March 
1808, Feeling that the orphans should be cared for by the 
commmity, a comalttee of ieke District women = irs. Watson, 
wife of the Bishop of Llendeff, Mra. Lloyd, ltrs, lorth, Mrs 
King, Miss Knott and Mrs, Vordeworth « drew up plans to promote 
a Subscriptions “When the list was closed there were 277 
entries in the book and the total amounted to 4500 4s. Sd. of 
which the Wordeworths, by personel efforts among their 
friends, wore responsible for about a thirds"®5 ana Lady 
Holland's collection elone amounted tog 35 125," imstead 
of sending the children to on institution, various families | 


Senest de Selincourt, George and Sarah Green, Oxford, 


19565 pe 206 
Selincourt ees iiee ks ; Vol, I, B29—=230 6 (Note 
S to We We's letter to eS, -Helient, Juns 20, 1008). 
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in the commmity were paid to rear the orphans as their own 
children, "The Subseription Bock, the Committee Book, the 
Account Docke, and the recseipted bills covering more than 
twenty years,” preserved among the Wordsworth papers, "afford 
& model of a simple act of charity wisely conceived and 
Serupulously administered,"”* 

Likewise in minor problems of a social nature, Nordsworth 
pespected the opinion of his female audLences When in 1015 — 
la» Luff, a friend of the Wordsworths and the Clarksons, 
Gied, the poet wanted an adequate obituary of him, “which 
may stend a chance of being generally perused," Hoalising 
that sueh notices in the newspapers were very short and those 
4n the magazines were little read, Wordsworth was at a lose as 
to the best way to got an obituary before the public and at 
the sano time to be assured of its being generally read, So 
he turned to Mrs, Clarkson with his problem: “What is your 
opinion of the best way of doing thia?®” 

Im 1614, the friends of Coleridge realised that Nartley 
would be wable to attend "either of the Universities" without 
fineneial aid, Though Vordseworth could advance little hime 
eelf, ho astumed a portion of the responsibility of raising 
the necessary funise Im a letter to Thomas Poole, he notes the 
kindnesa of Lady Seaumont in this social endeavors 
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i know of » who has declered intentions 
to tg contrive to vy: + % ann A Feaumont, my has 
offered a year 


Labatning Eee ane’ tinkeae ty poggas 


then Lady Proderick Bentinck wrote Wordsworth in 1631 of 
her distreas over the epidemic of Cholera and ite disastrous 
results, he calmed her with his own apparent indifference, 
whieh wee in reality only tho expression of his submission to 
the will of Cod in euch matters, 


ae to the sae Senes * Snanek sey 3% ayeeie at Mee 
4t may be in the order of | to empley this 
ties pd of bringing the nation to its senses) . 
though easter Sects case of lage a 
other like vigitations, that pee 
Ahant sa wieked ond depraved ag when afflictions of 
ce cea SO that, after Bug B 
BS zene ply eyrg submis 
the will of — ) hg ag the ultdnate soodness 
ae tae atentnae 


In matters of religion, the loe figure of the nun appealed 


to Wordaworth's admiration and pity. %e saw her as a saint 
entirely set apart and belonging to a "sisterhood" which 
represented the divine virginity and purity of lieaven, 

A emg ca Wo ng, Pw whitesrobed 2 sisterhood, 
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To Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, espoused, * 


Yet he felt that there was « very human quality about a nunt 
though ehe glided softly about end her cheek was "“suffased 

With blushes of celestial tues," her submisoton was the result — 
of habit rather than of conseious effort, 


Through saintly. habit then’ fen effort. cue 
To unrelent marie. that pursue 


With equal wrath ter chee of  otrene and wonk,*” 

Vomisworth's coment to Lady Richardson in 1948 that "he 
never saw an amiable woman without wishine that she wore 
marrioa"*> night also have been his sentiment in regard to the 
nun, whom he felt must always have been, umecsctousiy, sad 
and lonely even though "Ime fret not at their convent's 
nerrow room,”** iis depression we especially heavy one 
evening in July, 1628 when he and Dora, passing a convent in 
Bruges, beard 


A harp that tmeful inde made 
fo a volee of thrdiiine power »45 


cg) iattle Samana Seip Bar cutatns Hand 45-45, pe 4966 
5 Od. Senneta, The Sane Subject, led, De 434, 
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Though it wae a "gay moasure," more sulted to deneinge feet than 
meditative hearts, which issued fron the "grim turret," 
Wordsworth's heart was ceoply touched with pity for the 
“gelf~solaced dove," 

Not always is the heart unwise, 


ony 5B, 46 streniee 
an aon 


@ polscod § 


Although Wordeworth seemed to foe] that the individual num 
might be missing much of life's happiness, yet ae a profession 
the mms were to be deeply revered, “not in the sentimental 
and unreal fashion which alternated in his time with coarse 
aeeusations of hypooriey ond imbecility, but with a genuine 
recognition of the religious vocation and the ideal ef both 
the active and contemplative religious 1ife,"*? 

Wordsworth, having been baptised in the Established 
Church of England and having been brought up on the Catechism, 
Was naturally concerned over the “Impending fate" of the 
Church, To his sister, Dorothy, he wrote in 1829 of the 
qlerming state of affairs in Ireland, at that time torn 
vetween Catholicism and Protestantiamse eeause of the 
"political agitators end priests,” he feared “the worst for. 
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the Established Church of Irelamt."* cnree years ister, 
1832, in a letter to Lady Frederick Bentinek, Lord Lonedale's 
Gaughter, the poet offered the "goodness of Almighty God" as 
the only hope in the present troubled state,*? 

4‘ note of personal concern over the erisis became ovident 
im 1855 when he wrote to Lady Beaumont, whose father was the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 


ment understecd this "impending fate" as well as 
Wordsworth bhimaclf did, perhaps even betters, The poot hed 
realized, even before writing to her, that her concern over 
‘the situation had not come from a sentinental attachment to 
the Eatablished Church tut rather fron her intelligent cone 

Consequently, with oach passing yeor, Verdsworth's respect 

for woman's intellect fmereased, Me appreciated more and 
more thoge women whose seneibivity to beauty found expression 


, Th Egtar Zeapge vole Iy De 416 (We We to 
ane eee 


| WOls IT, pe S065 (We We to Lady Prederick Sentinck 
Hove ga . 


she senincourt pope Ree ees VOle Ily pe G90, (We We 


in art end poetry, and whose leve of literature found an. 
outlet in intelligent erltictems and each year put a new 
social and religious problems of their days 


CONCLUSION 


_ +Wiliiem Verdsworth bas been called self-centered and 
@geletic, especially in his relationship with women, Probably 
he does give that appearance to the casual observer, but to 
those women most closely asseclated with him, his atettade, 
even though abeurdly senile at times,was one of loving solicitude 
and unremitting cares Bven a desultory reading of his letters 
to Mary, Dorothy, Dora, and Miss Fenwick, not to mention the 
many other women whe wore his friends, will disclose a tender 
anxiety "for the feclings as well as for the physical welfare 
of those around him,"* and an apparent forgetfulness of himself, 
in a letter to bie family at Rydal in 1629 he emphasizes "how 
anxious end fearful I am about you all," especially Dorothy, 
whose health had been steadily declining: "My dearest Sieter 
you must not walk even in the garde to faticuc yourself « 
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everything of that kind 1s to be avoided like the graves"5 

He is dotingly solicitous of Dora also: “Never walk to church 
but always go on your Poney « and avoid fatiguing yourself 

by walke in any direction sess Now dearest Dora take pains to 
enjoy yourself; move about according to your strength" ;* ant 
he closes another letter to her with "love and love and love 
for ever."© we was always careful to thank then for their 
letters to him end to apologize to them after an outburst of 
tempers To his friends he showed the same generosity and un= 
house at Ambleside® and when sho was away, he wrote frequent 
letters to his "Love"” and most intimate friend in his dotage. 
Grabb Robinson reports Rogers as saying of Wordsworth: “Frew 
know how ho loves his friends.e"® we camot then view the 
poet entirely as a “moral dictator whose conduct and utterances 
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 ‘tmast not be questioned, but as a man fully conscious of his 
shortcomings, and accepting criticism of them with a touching 
humility of spirit,"? 

Werdsworth has likewise been termed a domestic tyrant. 
The belief has been that Dorothy and Mary assumed the respone 
sibility of ali household cares, end that a special “sitting 
room" was kept for William, who, according to Dorothy, was 
“not expected to do anythings"29 im addition to their duties 
in the home and the care of five children, to say nothing of 
the necessary attentions to friends visiting in the Wordsworth 
home, Nary and Dorothy, and later Dora, acted as amanuenses 
| for the poet, Thus, their daily routine was not easy. fut 
this is only one side of the pictures 

Even though Dorothy did not expect Wordsworth to do 
anything, we find him “complaining in August 1045, when he 
was 76 years old, that he had not been well lately because 
'Z overlaboured & overheated myself with my axe ond saw, 
& @aught cold in the evening.'"™* just how often during his 
seventy-five years he had made such exertions in physical — 
labour wo have no records | 
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The apecial "sitting room" was not always in use, even 
when the post was at home, An old servant, when asked by some 
tourists to see Wordsworth's study, answored as she opened the 
door to the sitting room, "fhie is the Master's libraryesse 
He gtwites in the fieliss""® 4 prysical hendicap, often: 
overlooked in Werdsworth's relationship with his farctly, made 
at necessary for him to have an eamanuensis for the majority of 
hie writing from about 1610 to the end of his Lifes He not. 
only suffered from on inflametion of the eyes, but "for the 
Jast forty years of his life he was living under the threat 
of blindness, * eee DO was frequently in severe pain, and oes 
for long periods, twice at loast for more than a year at a 
time, he was physically incapable of reading ond writing and 
of continuous poetic compositions"** Loving Wordeworth as they 
aid, Dorothy ami Mary did not feel thet acting as his ananuensis 
was on added burden to themy his state of health naturally 
mae them desirous to relieve him of as mech work and pain as 
pessivles, Though they gladly accepted the additional respon 
sibility, the post did not receive their services as a matter 
of course, but felt dally and hourly the need of acknowledging 
his thanks for the services done him by his family ant 
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frients,*§ nis yoorly increasing dependenes upon the wonon in 
his home ¢eused a corresponding inerease in his love and respect 
for theme 

it may also be argued that there wae a lack of balance 
detwoen the devotion of Wordsworth's wonen admirers to him ond 
his devotion to them, that the former emotion greatly out~— 
Woighed the latter, In ome respect this te true: durine the 
first half of bie life especially, Wordeworth had to be leved 
and admired first befure he returned any devotion, Saving 
been loft on orphen at eight end having crowm to maturity 
Without the influence of a home end a mother's care, the young 
poet cid not expect devotion as his richt from anyones, Yet 
he felt strongly thie lack of love that ia normally due every 
bey end young man and he responded easerly to those people who 
exhibited any devotion or admiration for him, Henoe he cave 
back what had first been given to hims : 

To Derothy he became a loving and devoted brother, but 
she had already expentied yoars of love and devotion on him 
defore he realised her as "a gift then first bestowed." Prom 
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their seperation in childhood, she had been his only relative 
to care particularily for him, and her happiness ley in making 
herself necessary to him. ie responded eagerly to this new 
emotion and cave her in return a life-long affection ond a - 
sincere, if not profound, devotion, To Annette, Wordsworth 
became an ardent, ovm though faithless, lover; but she in all 
| probsbility had first demonstrated an interest in the young 
Englishman, He found in her, though four yoars his senior, 
on admiration for himself which evidently flattered him so 
meh that he in return imagined himself in leve with her. To 
the gentle Mary he was en affectionate ami faithful husband; 
tut before he had felt eny stirrings of love for her, she had 
been to him an intelligent ané understanding friend in whon 
he recognized the beginnings of an unselfish and loyal loves 
Naturally he respomded with on ever<decpenine affection, kind« 
ness, and respect, To Misa Fenwick he became a very intimate 
friend, but she had taken the first steps in the formation of 
that friendships Moving to Ambleside near the Wordsworth 
home in 1856, she scon cceupied in a large measure the place in 
Womisworth's intellectual life onee fllied by the now insane 
Dorothy. His genial nature expanded in Miss Fenwiek's presence, 
for she understood and listéned attentively to him, ‘Yet because 
the women with whon Vordsworth was essociated, whether intimately 
er casually, gave him a great amount of devotion and admiration 
before he returned the emotion in even a small measure, the 
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poet did not take undue advantage of their respect, Instead 
of parading his ingenious powers before them, he became hunble 
ang gentle toward all womens. Even though he Was, acoording to 
Coleridge, incapable of a deep love, his cenuine respect and 
affection for women as individuals did mech to help balance 
tds lack of profundity. 

in fact, his entire conception of women seems to have 
‘been in terme of the individual women, each with her ow 
characteristic qualities, ‘There is little indication that he 
thought of women as a collective unit, nor did he make any 
such distinction between the types of women as in indicated 
by the above chapter headings, Yet, in drawing together his 
attitudes toward the many individual women of his acquaintance, 
we have assumed his conception of women in general, However, 
we camot be positively sure that our assumption corresponds 
exactly with the poet's true attitude, A factor to be reckoned 
with here is the secrecy so long surrounding the French lovee 
affeir,which has been called a hypocritical reticence on the 
part of Wordsworths ‘This perhaps is partially true, bat we do 
know that there was no effort to conceal the existence of a 
French daughter from Wordsworth's friendas Just how far this 
experience influenced the poet's later idea of women we have 
no means of proving. human emotions can casily become so 
intermingled that it is impossible for anyone, least of ali a 
Sensitive poet, to disentangle and segregate a specific emotions 
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4m attitude is really the sum of all our experiences, loarnings, 
ond inspirations, reacting in extremely complex Ways and 
affecting every person to a different degree of intensitye 
Therefore wo cannot be absolutely sure of Wordsworth's true 
attitude toward women, and wo must content ourselves with 
what wo have assumed to be his most probable conceptions Fran 
all indications, however, he believed most women te be morally 
and spiritually pure, sensitive to beauty and postry, intelligent 
“and practical in matters of daily living, affectionate ond loyal 
to family and friends, and worthy of a deep trust, 
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